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Purpose
As a result of physical distancing requirements associated 
with COVID-19 there has been significant disruption to the 
events sector. 

In response to these impacts, once-off sponsorship 
funding is available for eligible requests that may be 
received during 2020/21. Council may accept and consider 
requests for support for the purpose of assisting events 
and festivals react, adapt and transition in the current 
climate.

What type of activity might be funded?
The City of Adelaide may accept and consider requests 
from the sector that fall within one of the following 
categories:

1. Requests from events/festivals already receiving 
Council sponsorship support through the Events and 
Festivals Sponsorship Program. 

Such requests must meet the following requirements:

• For operating expenses or additional costs incurred 
to deliver activities in-line with COVID-19 physical 
distancing requirements and restrictions eg larger 
site footprint, additional venues, additional cleaning/
supplies, signage, personal protection equipment, 
additional security, COVID marshals etc

• Demonstrate genuine need; and

• Be outside the scope of the original event proposal 
previously submitted to Council. 

Note: Any additional funds awarded as part of this 
process will not set a new baseline for future funding.

2. Requests from not-for-profit event/festival organisers 
that did not meet the Events and Festivals Sponsorship 
Program funding round process and timelines. 

Such requests must meet the following requirements:

• For the delivery of events and activities that will help 
the City of Adelaide and its communities respond to 
and recover from the impacts of COVID-19;

• Address a need as result of the impacts of COVID-19; 
and

• Demonstrate the creation of genuine attendee 
expenditure* in association with the event.

3. Requests from commercial event/festival organisers 
operating on an expected profit basis whose financial 
viability may be impacted as a result of COVID-19. 

Such requests must meet the following requirements:

• For the delivery of events and activities that will help 
the City of Adelaide and its communities respond to 
and recover from the impacts of COVID-19;

• Demonstrate financial hardship and/or adverse 
impact as a result of COVID-19; and

• Demonstrate the creation of genuine attendee 
expenditure* in association with the event.

Who can apply?
Requests will be considered from:

• Not-for-profit incorporated associations;

• Not-for profit companies limited by guarantee;

• Commercial organisations; and

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Corporations. 

Quick Response Guidelines

* Attendee expenditure is the amount of money you estimate people will spend in association with the event/activity.
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What will NOT be funded? 

Requests ineligible for consideration include:

• Those undertaking canvassing or lobbying of 
Councillors or employees of the City of Adelaide in 
relation to their request;

• Events/festivals occurring outside the City of Adelaide 
boundary;

• Those contravening an existing City of Adelaide  
Policy or Operating Guideline;

• Events/festivals that denigrate or exclude any groups 
in the community;

• Events/festivals that have safety and/or environmental 
hazards; 

• Funding requests for capital expenditure – ie 
purchase or lease of real estate, renovation, repair 
or maintenance of buildings or purchase of major 
equipment or material goods such as office furniture, 
computers, playground etc;

• Past funding recipients with outstanding debts to 
the City of Adelaide and/or incomplete reporting on 
previous funding;

• Funding requests for reimbursement of funds already 
spent;

• Funding requests for industry/business events e.g. 
conferences, tradeshows, exhibitions, award ceremonies 
etc (there may be an opportunity for these types of 
proposals to be directly supported by relevant Council 
Programs provided they can demonstrate value for 
money and alignment with City of Adelaide priorities);

• Funding requests for general fundraising activities; and

• Funding requests from State or Australian Government 
departments (with the exception of Statutory 
Authorities of State Government) or other Councils. 

Priorities
Requests that support the following priorities will be 
favourably considered:

• Events and activities that help the City of Adelaide and 
its communities connect and recover from the impacts 
of COVID-19; 

• Events that drive local and regional visitors to the city;

• Events that encourage people to support local 
businesses; and

• Safe experiences that comply with Government  
health advice.

Expected Outcomes
• Delivery of innovative and creative events and activities 

that have adapted or have been created to respond to 
the impacts of COVID-19;

• Increased number of visitors to the city;

• Positive outcomes and flow-on effects to  
community/businesses; 

• Improved public confidence in attending events  
and activities;

• Delivery of safe event experiences; and 

• Project delivery by 30 June 2021.

Considerations
• Value for money;

• Genuine need and broad community benefit; and

• Alignment with Council’s Strategic Plan priority to 
support diversity, cultural expression, experiences 
and participation.

Assessment Criteria and Weightings
• Request meets requirements one of the 

aforementioned categories (30%);

• Number of expected local and regional visitors to the 
city and anticipated spend (30%);

• Benefit to the community and/or businesses (20%);

• Demonstration that the project will deliver safe 
experiences (10%); and 

• Fully developed budget (10%). 

Funding available
Funding of up to $10,000 (ex GST) is available.

Timeframe
• Applications are open until 31 May 2021 or until funds 

are exhausted. 

• The outcome of requests will be notified up to four 
weeks of being received.

• Assessment of requests that do not fully address the 
criteria may be delayed. 

Duration of funding
Recipients are eligible for once-off funding in 2020/21. 
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How to apply

All requests must be completed online via the City of 
Adelaide website: cityofadelaide.com.au/sponsorship

How applications are assessed

Once submitted, requests will be assessed according to:

• Eligibility criteria;

• Assessment criteria; and

• Available funding.

Requests will be reviewed by City of Adelaide staff and 
recommendations referred to the CEO for approval. 

Successful requests

The City of Adelaide will not waive fees nor provide in-kind 
support in addition to funds approved.

Prior to payment, all successful requests will be required 
to:

• Enter into a funding agreement with the City of 
Adelaide detailing benefits provided in return for the 
investment;

• Provide a copy of the organisations Public Liability 
Certificate of Currency (minimum of $20 million) noting 
the City of Adelaide as an interested party;

• Provide a copy of the organisations Return to Work SA 
certificate of registration, or similar, if paid staff  
are employed; and 

• Provide a tax compliant invoice for the agreed funding 
amount (plus GST if applicable).

South Australian State Government COVID-19 restrictions 
and requirements must also be monitored and complied 
with at all times by successful applicants including COVID 
Safe Plans.

Reporting and Acquittals
All successful applicants will be required to provide a 
detailed written report on all outcomes of the project 
funded by the City of Adelaide (including but not 
limited to local and regional visitor numbers, visitor 
spend, marketing outcomes, financial outcomes) using 
the Council’s acquittal report template. Reports will be 
required within 8 weeks from the conclusion of 
the project.

Who to contact for further assistance
For more information or to check the eligibility
of your request, please contact:

Paula Stankiewicz
Events and Festivals Sponsorship Advisor
p.stankiewicz@cityofadelaide.com.au
08 8203 7318 during office hours

https://www.covid-19.sa.gov.au/recovery/create-a-covid-safe-plan
https://www.covid-19.sa.gov.au/recovery/create-a-covid-safe-plan

