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The original Adelaide City Baths were constructed by the Corporation in 1861 on the western side of King William Road opposite the government domain. Turkish Baths were added a few years later, and in 1883 a new two-storey Baths building was erected on the same site. Further improvements were made to the Baths in 1910, and in 1940 they were completely remodelled with an Olympic size swimming pool and high diving facilities. The Corporation-owned Baths were originally leased by Thomas Bastard and then from 1883 to 1939 by his son Charles Bastard. The City Baths were demolished in 1969 to make way for the Adelaide Festival Theatre, following the construction of the Adelaide Swimming Centre in the North Park Lands (now the Aquatic Centre).

Archival Sources
	Record Description
	Date Range
	Accession Number(s)

	Master Index to Town Clerk’s Dockets and Special Files
	1930 - 1976
	2426

	Town Clerk’s Department Dockets
	1856 - 1976
	2530

	Town Clerk’s Letters Received Books
	1862 - 1976
	4182

	Index of Town Clerk’s Letters
	1856 - 1973
	4183

	Town Clerk’s Special File 8A - Loan for Public Baths
	1909 - 1911
	352

	Town Clerk’s Special Files 188A-Z – City Baths remodelling, leasing, administration, accommodation, demolition, etc
	1927 - 1971
	352

	City Engineer’s Dockets

	c1902 - 1976
	2354, 3080, 4070, 4612, 5223, 5340,
5354, 5547

	City Engineer’s Documented Index
	1902 - 1970
	

	City Baths Ticket Register
	1940 - 1952
	2190 / 1

	Copies of Tenders for City Baths
	1939
	4699 / 1

	Contract 29/55 re Renovation to Turkish Baths
	1955
	70 / 76

	Contract 24/39 Remodelling of City Baths
	1939
	1057

	City Baths - Expired Leases, Agreements, etc.
	1895 - 1962
	1058 / 96

	City Engineer’s Drawings - City Baths Remodelling
	1939
	5156 / 5

	Records re Management of City Baths
	1939 - 1949
	255

	City Baths Filtration Plant Sheets Unregistered File
	1943 - 1948
	4721 / 1

	Adelaide Swimming Centre
	1945 - 1970
	29 / 15 / 8

	‘Rehabilitation of the City Baths’ by C.Bastard
	Undated
	29 / 15 / 42

	City Engineer’s Department Plan Registers
	c1870 - 1969
	4520, 4626, 4627

	City Engineer’s Department Aperture Card Plans re Alterations to City Baths
	1917 - 1944
	3935

	City Baths Remodelling for Olympic Pool Sheets 1-12 [Plans]
	1939
	4889 / 220

	Town Clerk’s Department Newspaper Clippings re City Baths
	1899 - 1970
	283

	City Engineer’s Newspaper Clippings [Books]
	1958 - 1975
	2097

	City Engineer’s Department Newspaper Clippings re City Baths
	1946 - 1948
	4951

	Newspaper Clippings - Opening of City Baths
	1861, 1883
	1920

	Commercial Department Photographs
	c1960s
	3554/113

	Historical Pictorial Collection

	1850 - 1970
	S59, 1461, 3016, 5531

	Town Clerk’s Lantern Slides Collection
	1860 - 1940
	4351

	Commercial Department Pictorial Collection
	1860 - 1970
	3554

	Photos re Engineering Matters – City Baths
	1960s
	4533

	Commercial Department Photographic Collection – Negatives of Photos
	c1960 - 1971
	5615



Further sources
Mayor’s Reports, which from 1901 became Annual Reports of the Council, provide details of new construction, management and maintenance of the City Baths. Minutes and Reports of Council and its Committees relating to the City Baths are contained in the annual Digest of Proceedings. There are also many Town Clerk’s Dockets and City Engineer’s Dockets and Files dealing with the City Baths.

Further Information
City Archives: Topham Mall, off Currie and Waymouth Streets, Adelaide 5000
Counter / telephone enquiries: 9.00 am to 5.00 pm Monday to Friday
Search Room open for public research:10.00 am to 4.00 pm Tuesday to Thursday
Telephone: +618 8203 7439  

Email: cityarchives@cityofadelaide.com.au  
Web: https://cityofadelaide.com.au/cityarchives 
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