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Adelaide’s hotels are one of the more architecturally interesting and colourful features of the City’s cultural heritage. Adelaide has always had an abundance of hotels: in 1840 with a population of 6,651, Adelaide boasted 63 licensed inns and taverns, increasing to 128 by the turn of the century, falling to 72 by 1981. Licensed premises were from the start the responsibility of the colonial authorities who administered them under the provisions of the various Licensing Acts, this function being controlled from 1869 by the Licensing Bench and later the Licensing Branch of the Attorney-General’s Department. The Adelaide City Council was not responsible for licensing hotels (unlike lodging houses), however it did increasingly play a role in regulating building activities at hotel sites and dealing with problems of public health and nuisances caused by hotels. It also owned the Prince Alfred Hotel, adjacent to the Town Hall 1869-1953, and the Langham Hotel, next to the City Market 1880-1968. 

Archival Sources

	Record Description
	Date Range
	Accession Number(s)

	Kingston Map
	1842
	

	Smith Survey Sheets
	1880
	

	Plans of Acres Books
	c1875
	465

	Master Index [to Town Clerk’s Dockets and Special Files]
	c1930 - 1976
	2426

	Town Clerk’s Department Dockets
	1856 - 1976
	2530

	Town Clerk’s Letters Received Books
	1862 - 1976
	4182

	Index of Town Clerk’s Letters Received
	1856 - 1973
	4183

	Town Clerk’s Department Letter Books – General 
	1853 - 1924
	602

	Town Clerk’s Special File 42 ‘Prince Alfred Hotel Lease’
	1914 - 1916
	352

	Town Clerk’s Special File 71B [Alphabetical List of Hotels]
	1923
	352

	Town Clerk’s Special File 205 ‘Prince Alfred Hotel / Town Hall Improvements’
	1935 - 1939
	352

	City Treasurer’s Assessment Books 
	1847 –
	5235, 5236

	City Valuer’s Plans
	1924 - 1936
	168

	Annual Reports - Report of the Building Surveyor
	1901 - 1967
	

	Return of Plans Submitted to the Council and Local Board of Health Under Building Act 1881
	1882 - 1925
	1169, 2168, 4919

	Return of Surveyor of Notices Received for Building Work Under Building Act 1881
	1882 - 1925
	1173, 2167, 4920

	Plans of Demolished Buildings
	1922 - 1980
	1829, 2630

	Building Application Plans
	1924 -
	2482

	Building Plans Register
	1924 - 1981
	1170

	Building Surveyor’s Dockets
	1925 - 1977
	4786, 4876

	Register of Hotels
	1941 - 1963
	1870

	Heritage Services Black Files [Files Maintained During the City of Adelaide Heritage Study]
	1999
	5800

	Town Clerk’s Department Newspaper Clippings – General
	1898 - 1971
	283

	Reports of the Inspector of Nuisances
	c1849 - 1865
	ECR

	Digest of Proceedings - Town Acre Index
	1872 -
	

	Hotel Plans [as listed in the Catalogue of Maps and Plans in the Museum Collection]
	1920 - 1950
	4889

	City Engineer’s Photograph Albums
	c1925-1970
	3261, 5751

	Commercial Department Photographs
	c1960s
	3554

	Historical Pictorial Collection
	1850 - 1970
	S59, 1461, 3016, 5531

	Town Clerk’s Lantern Slides Collection
	1860 - 1940
	4351



Other sources
See the annual Council Digests of Proceedings.  Details of the existence of early hotels within the City and the names of licencees can be found in the book by Bob Hoad, Hotels and Publicans in South Australia 1836-1984 (Australian Hotels Association - SA Branch, Adelaide, 1986). Information on heritage listed hotels in the City of Adelaide is contained in the book by Susan Marsden, Paul Stark and Patricia Sumerling (eds.), Heritage of the City of Adelaide. An Illustrated Guide (Corporation of the City of Adelaide, 1990).

Further Information
City Archives: Topham Mall, off Currie and Waymouth Streets, Adelaide 5000
Counter / telephone enquiries: 9.00 am to 5.00 pm Monday to Friday
Search Room open for public research:10.00 am to 4.00 pm Tuesday to Thursday
Telephone: +618 8203 7439 
Email: cityarchives@cityofadelaide.com.au  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Web: https://cityofadelaide.com.au/cityarchives 
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