
FENCES
 
Scope

The City of Adelaide is dedicated to the protection, 
preservation and promotion of Adelaide’s heritage. 

This Technical Note aims to provide guidance to 
owners, managers, architects, builders and contractors 
in relation to fences to Local Heritage Places. Advice 
on fences for State Heritage Places should be sought 
from Heritage South Australia of the Department for 
Environment and Water, unless application for funding 
via the City of Adelaide’s Heritage Incentives Scheme is 
intended. 

Fences are considered an important part of the 
heritage value of a place and should reflect the age, 
style and materials of the building. Fences to the front 
of heritage places or along street boundaries require 
Development Approval. Conservation or reinstatement 
of fences may be eligible for funding through Council’s 
Heritage Incentives Scheme. 

Background

The heritage value of a place can be greatly enhanced 
by an original or correctly reconstructed fence. Good 
fence design can also enhance the historic character of 
an area as well as individual heritage buildings. It is 
important to carefully consider all aspects of fencing 
design, location and construction. 

A Development Application for a new fence requires 
the following information: 
• Site plan. 
• Dimensioned elevations.
• Materials.
• Colours.
• Timber profiles and sizes.
• Details of junctions between any iron work and 

piers.

The style, form, scale, materials and colours of new 
fences should be appropriate to the historic character 
of the locality and the era of the heritage place. In 
most instances the fence should maintain a continuous 
line along the street or laneway. 

Principles

The principles used to assess heritage conservation 
are based on the Burra Charter (The Australia ICOMOS 
Charter for the Conservation of Places of Cultural 
Significance), an Australia-wide professional guide, 
widely accepted in the conservation industry. 

Physical evidence of the original fence on the property 
or on adjoining ‘sibling’ buildings can be used to inform 
a new fence design. 
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Early photographs can also be used to establish an 
appropriate design. Photos may be available through 
Council Archives or the State Library of South Australia. 
Fences to similar buildings in the locality can proved 
information about dimensions and detailed design. 

Much of Adelaide’s traditional fencing was constructed 
in timber. Timber has a limited life span, particularly if 
it is not well maintained which has resulted in the loss 
of many original fences. Where early timber fences 
remain, the original material should be retained and 
restored as a record of the original detailing. If this is 
not possible Council supports reconstruction of the 
original fence. Replacement of inappropriate fences is 
encouraged. 

Restoration of original fences is the preferred approach. 
It is unlikely that Council will agree to a replacement 
fence if: 
• The existing front fence and gate is original and/or 

it contributes to the heritage value of the dwelling. 
• The existing original fence can be maintained in 

good condition. 

If an original fence is severely deteriorated, the 
replacement should have regard to the original design. 
Repair of an original fence is preferable to replacement 
with a modern reproduction. 

Sometimes security concerns may compete with 
heritage principles. If Council believes that security 
should be a priority, then the following concessions 
may be considered: 
• Variation in height 
• Variation in style e.g. plinth and rail fence as 

opposed to a traditional picket fence 

For more information on security fences contact 
Council Heritage staff. 

When retention of an original fence is not possible,  
consider the following: 
• If the fence varies that vary from the original style 

it should complement the heritage place and 
streetscape.

• High masonry walls, pool type fences, cyclone wire, 
tall brush fences or fences out of scale with the 
surrounding buildings are not appropriate. 

• Traditional fences were of open construction such 
as picket, dowel, wire and palisade style with no 
more than 50% solid material to allow a view of 
the front garden. 

Side fences should be constructed in traditional 
materials such as corrugated steel or timber palings. 
Modern steel sheet profiles are generally not 
appropriate. 

Other related publications: 
• The Australian ICOMOS Charter (Burra Charter) for 

the Conservation of Places of Cultural Significance. 
• Fences in South Australia, 1995. Heritage SA and 

City of Adelaide. 
• Fences and Gates, Technical Bulletin 8.1. 1988. 
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Previous fence was out of scale and style with the heritage 
character of the building and the streetscape. 

Previous fence was out of style with the heritage character of the 
building and the streetscape.

Masonry piers and plinth with 
timber “broomstick” style fence

Cast iron fence on masonry 
plinth

Stone and brick fence
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The fence was replaced with a picket fence that is more in keeping 
with the semi-detached cottages. 

The fence was replaced with a picket fence that is more in keeping 
with the cottage. 


