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NAME:  Former Coles Store, 112-118 Rundle Mall ZONE/POLICY AREA: CBA – PA14  
 

 

APPROVED / CURRENT USE: Commercial 

FORMER USE: Former Coles department store 

DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION: 1940 

 

 

LOCATION: 110-118 Rundle Mall 

ADELAIDE  SA   5000 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA: Adelaide City Council 

LAND DESCRIPTION: CT – 5886/22 + 5886/23 + 5886/24 

  

  

 

HERITAGE STATUS: 

OTHER ASSESSMENTS 

Local Heritage Place  

Donovan Marsden & Stark, 1982 

 

 
 

Former Coles Store, 112–120 Rundle Mall – View to northeast 
 



 

NAME:  Former Coles Store, 112-118 Rundle Mall ZONE/POLICY AREA: CBA – PA14  
 

 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
This art deco building department store and offices was designed by Melbourne architect Harry 
Norris (1888–1966) for CJ Coles and Company and built in 1940. The building of structural steel 
and reinforced concrete was built to the Rundle Mall and Charles Street alignments and features 
Art Deco detailing with the curved corner and horizontal elements.  
 
The building is clad with caramel coloured Wunderlich faience tiles that curve around the corner. It 
has a strong horizontal emphasis provided by the arrangement of metal-framed windows to the 
upper floors to the southern and western elevations: there is a narrow cornice clad with cream tiles 
above the top row of windows. The roof was covered in a bituminous roofing material and included 
a boiler and hot water room and elevator motor room.  
 
The ground floor retail area had terrazzo flooring: there were escalators to the basement which was 
also a retail area. The first floor included a public cafeteria, girls’ dining room and lounge room. The 
second floor had administration, men’s lounge and dining room, the receiving area and 
confectionary store. Third floor included a store and receiving area.  
 
The ground floor has been extensively modified, but this has not compromised the essential 
integrity of the building. 
 
The assessment includes the whole of the building, but not alterations to the interior, interior 
detailing, nor external signage. 
 

 
STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE: 
 
The building is of heritage value because it is a good example of late Art Deco architecture in 
Adelaide. It retains its original scale, form and fabric and exhibits good quality external detailing. It 
is of value also for the manner in which its distinctive design and detailing reflects the changing 
commercial nature of Rundle Street/Mall and because it remains a prominent building in Rundle 
Mall. It illustrates several key themes in the city’s history: 3.1 Economic Cycles; 3.5.2 Retail and 
Wholesale Industry; 3.5.3 Department Stores; 4.3 Development of the Building Industry, 
Architecture and Construction; 4.3.2 Twentieth Century Architects; 4.3.3 Building Materials; 4.5.3 
Edwardian Commercial (1900 to 1920s); 4.5.5 Post War Commercial; 4.7.1 Adaptive re-use. 
 

 
RELEVANT CRITERIA (Under Section 23(4) of the Development Act 1993): 
 
This building is recommended for Local Heritage listing because it meets the following criteria: 
 
(a) it displays historical, economical or social themes that are of importance to the local area 

which has continued to be predominantly commercial; and 
 



(d) it displays aesthetic merit, design characteristics or construction techniques of significance 
to the local area reflected in the high quality of the external detailing; and 

 
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area because of its corner siting at the heart of Rundle Mall. 
 

 
ELEMENTS OF HERITAGE VALUE: 
 

Inclusions 
• External form and scale including exterior walls, Wunderlich façade elements and 

roof; 
• Fabric and detailing of the façade. 
 
Exclusions 
• Interior detailing 
• Additions at rear 
• New services 

 
NOTE: The Description of Place and Elements of Heritage Value listed in the Adelaide (City) 
Development Plan for this property are as follows: 
 
Former Coles Department Store; external form, in particular the fabric and detailing of 
facades. Excludes incongruous later shopfronts. 
 
This is the legally recognised listing and should be used for the purposes of development 
applicant assessment. 

 
BRIEF HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 
 
In November 1939, tenders were called by the architects Harry & Norris, Melbourne, for the 
purchase, demolition and removal of existing buildings on the Rundle Mall/Charles Street site: Clive 
S Steele of Melbourne was the structural engineer. In March 1940, Fricker Bros, Carrington Street, 
were awarded the contract for the erection and completion of a building of ‘structural steel and 
reinforced concrete’, referred to as ‘Store No 23, Adelaide’ for Coles. The shop fronts and interior 
decoration of ground and lower ground floors were carried out by Brooks Robinson Pty Ltd. In 
1940, Fricker Bros added an awning to the building. 
 
The escalators that were installed by Malcolm Moore Ltd of Melbourne were the first simultaneous 
two-way service in Adelaide.  
 



 
 
The building has taken on other uses since being vacated by Coles in about 1984. The second 
floor was converted for use as a Youth Centre for the South Australian Health Commission in 1985. 
Prides Business College converted the third floor for use as teaching purposes in late 1988: Prides 
altered the first floor for classrooms and offices in 1999. 
 

 
REFERENCES: 
 
Adelaide City Council, Department of Building Surveying, Plans BAPO5813:02, 112–118 Rundle 
Street, Adelaide City Archives. 
 
Donovan, Marsden & Stark, City of Adelaide Heritage Survey 1982, Adelaide City Archives. 
 
The BUILDER, Incorporating “Building & Construction”, Manufacturing, Engineering and Research, 
Adelaide: Vol. 15, No. 680, 30.11.1939, p. 11; Vol. 16, No. 9, 29.2.1940, p. 11; Vol. 16, No. 12, 
21.3.1940, p. 17; Vol. 16, No. 28, 11.7.1940, p. 19. 
 
State Library of South Australia, Library Database (Photographs):  

 


