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SEMI-DETACHED HOUSES  
 
 

Address: 117 & 117a Sussex Street 
Certificate of Title: 5282/849; 5189/832 
  
 

Use: Residential 
Kentish Arms  
Policy Area: PA11 
North Adelaide Historic (Conservation) Zone Lower North Adelaide 
  
 

Heritage Status: LHP  
Other Assessments: LHP(T) 
Conservation Reports: Nil 
 

HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION: 

This pair of houses is a good example of semi-detached 1870s simple workers cottages.  It exhibits 
important stylistic elements including low scale and simple detailing indicative of its early date of 
construction.  Houses of this period display gable ended roof form and are one or two rooms in depth. 
 
The land, part of the original Chichester Gardens Estate, was owned by George John William 
Stevenson (son of George Stevenson secretary to Governor Hindmarsh) and he sold it to Henry 
Davis and Albert Sydney after 1876.  The cottages are shown are on the Smith Survey of 1880, and  
were built for George Murray between January and November 1877 and he rented them out for a 
number of years.  Then in 1897 William Bond, a Modbury gardener, and his wife Ellen, bought the 
cottages which they owned until 1929.  After both their deaths the cottages were managed by a 
trustee agency for twenty years when they were sold to New Australians in 1952. The cottages which 
were on one title up to this date, were given separate titles enabling them to be sold separately. 
 
Properties such as this were sometimes city investment properties or first homes to New Australians, 
particularly from Italy and Greece who paid cash for older homes. This was in contrast to British and 
German migrants who traditionally bought land and obtained mortgages to build their home in the new 
suburbs. It was during ownership of such an owner that the pair of cottages were given separate titles 
in 1950. 
 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE: 

Residences, like these cottages, remaining from the earliest period of housing development in North 
Adelaide, are important examples of the type of houses constructed in the city during the process of 
settlement.  They reflect the style, scale, materials and detail characteristic of dwellings of the 1860s 
and early 1870s.  The cottages although built after 1876 and before 1879 complement the existing 
small scale character that makes up this large and named subdivision Chichester Gardens that dates 
from 1839. 

 

RELEVANT CRITERIA (under Section 23(4) of the Development Act, 1993): 

(a) This pair of houses displays historical and social themes that are of importance to North 
Adelaide as it represents the initial settlement in the area and housing development in newly 
subdivided Town Acres. 

 

(d) This pair of houses displays aesthetic merit and design characteristics of significance to North 
Adelaide as it is a typical 1860s semi-detached residence displaying consistent use of 
materials such as rendered masonry walls, low scale and simple form. 

 

EXTENT OF LISTING: 

External form, materials and details of this pair of Victorian residences, including the walls, verandah 
form and roof form associated with the house style. 
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NOTE: The 'Description of Place and Elements of Heritage Value' listed in the Adelaide (City) 
Development Plan for this property is as follows: 
 
Semi-detached houses 
Frontage and side wall returns visible from the street 
 
This is the legally recognised listing and should be used for the purposes of development application 
assessment 
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