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CHILDCARE CENTRE & WALLS 
 

Address: 150 MacKinnon Parade 
Certificate of Title: 5874/613 
  
 

Use: Child Care Centre 
Finniss Policy Area: PA12 
North Adelaide Historic (Conservation) Zone Lower North Adelaide 
  
 

Heritage Status: LHP  
Other Assessments: LHP(T) 
Conservation Reports: Nil 
 

HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION: 

This house is an excellent example of an 1870s-1880s bay fronted bluestone/sandstone residence.  It 
retains important stylistic elements including a projecting front bay with moulded rendered details, 
rendered quoins and surrounds to windows and doors and front entrance porch and eaves brackets.  
It also retains a masonry and iron fence characteristic of this house style. 
 
The value of a Park Land frontage was recognised early by some city dwellers, for origins of this 
house date to around 1850 when a four room stone house with verandah and a garden was recorded 
in the Adelaide City Council rate assessments.  The house was on a quarter acre lot, and by October 
1852 the house comprised eight rooms and attracted an annual rateable value of £45, which suggests 
a substantial property for the period.  Dr John Woodforde owned the property in April 1858 after the 
original owner, Edmond Seymour Webber defaulted on a loan.  From 1864, Solomon Simmons was 
living here and owned the property until 1888.  It is probable that the house was given its present 
1870s character during this period as the bay window form is visible on the Smith Survey of 1880. 
 
Charles Chewings a camel carrier, explorer, geologist and anthropologist, who operated a camel 
agency from Marree, owned the property for two years from 1888 and may have used it as his city 
base when in Adelaide.  He wrote many books and essays on geology, anthropology and travel.   
 
It passed out of private ownership in 1934 when it was transferred to the Elder Trustee & Executor 
Company, then the Catholic Church Endowment Society Inc from 1947. From 1976 the large villa has 
been used as a child care facility owned by the University of Adelaide, and from 1988 it has been 
owned by the MacKinnon Parade Child Care Centre. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE: 

The origins of this house date from 1850 when it comprised four rooms with verandah.  By 1852 it had 
become an eight room house with garden.  In its current form, it is an important example of the type of 
residences constructed in North Adelaide during the 1870s-1880s, and reflects the design, details and 
building materials commonly in use at that time.  
 
The significant number of stone and brick residences, like this house, constructed between 1870 and 
1890 throughout this section of the city, are an important element of the distinctive historic residential 
character of North Adelaide.  

RELEVANT CRITERIA (under Section 23(4) of the Development Act, 1993): 

(a) This bay fronted house displays historical and social themes that are of importance to North 
Adelaide as it represents the continued construction of residences on recently subdivided 
Town Acres, particularly during the 1870s-1880s. 

 
(c) It has played an important part in the lives of local residents as the location of the University 

Child Care Centre since 1976.  
 
(d) This bay fronted house displays aesthetic merit and design characteristics of significance to 

North Adelaide as it is a typical 1870s-1880s Victorian residence displaying consistent use of 
materials such as masonry walls, detailed render and decorative front porch. 
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CHILDCARE CENTRE & WALLS, 150 MacKinnon Parade 

 

EXTENT OF LISTING: 

External form, materials and details of this Victorian bay fronted residence, including the walls and 
roof form associated with the house style.  Includes masonry fence pillars and plinth and cast iron 
railings and gate. 
 
NOTE: The 'Description of Place and Elements of Heritage Value' listed in the Adelaide (City) 
Development Plan for this property is as follows: 
 
Child Care Centre 
Frontage and side wall returns visible from the street 
 
This is the legally recognised listing and should be used for the purposes of development application 
assessment 
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