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RESTAURANT  

(Former Shop and Residence)  
 

 

160 Hutt Street 
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The Hutt Street 

streetscape is enhanced 

by the existence of this 

corner shop which, 

together with the 

adjacent Victoria 

Terrace in Hutt Street, 

was built in 1866.  The 

development passed to 

W.H. Ehmcke and later 

to W.H. Gray, both of 

whom were noted 

property  developers  in  

the city.  It is also of interest as it underscores the nature of mid-nineteenth century residential 

areas (see also Victoria Terrace). 

 

Heinrich Wilhelm Ehmcke was a German immigrant who arrived in South Australia in 1848.  

Trying his hand first at farming and then at the Victorian goldfields, Ehmcke later established 

his own saw mill and timber yard in Hindmarsh Square.  In the 1870s until his death in 1877 

he owned the popular Tivoli Hotel.  It had an established German clientele and was well 

known for its music hall entertainment.  Ehmcke was a member of the very popular choir, the 

Liedertafel, which did much to foster German sentiment and culture. 
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W.H. Gray who was a large land speculator 

throughout South Australia and the Northern 

Territory bought the Hutt Street shop owned by 

Maria Ehmcke in 1877.  He owned land in the city of 

Adelaide where he had constructed dwellings for 

rental and also hotels - the Foundry, the Buck's Head, 

the Yorke Peninsula, and the Ship Inn. 

 

This building typifies nineteenth century commercial 

development in Adelaide with its corner site, 

chamfered corner entrance and elaborate stucco 

work.  William Gully designed and constructed a 

shop and ten houses in Hutt Street during 1866.  The 

shop is constructed of brick and is quite elaborate, 

whereas the adjoining Victoria Terrace is constructed 

of bluestone in a much plainer style.  However, the 

rear section of the shop is of similar design and scale 

to the adjoining Victoria Terrace. 
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Plans for rebuilding the shop were approved in 1885.  Architect J.G. Beavor invited tenders 

for rebuilding the premises in Hutt Street. 

 

ACA, Digest of Proceedings, 10 November 1885;  Hasenohr, E., W.H. Gray, 1977, p. 264; 

Loyau, G.E., Notable South Australians, 1885, p. 274.  MLSA, Historical photographs (Town 

Acre 436);  South Australian Register, 21 January 1867, 6 September 1877, 24 October 1885. 

 

 

The text in this Information Sheet was copied from the Heritage of the City of 

Adelaide: An Illustrated Guide, (1996).  The photographs contained in this 
Information Sheet are a selection of those held by Heritage Services, in digital 
format. 

 
The property described in this Information Sheet is included in the Register of State Heritage places.  A 

heritage listing does not mean or imply right of access by the public to such properties. 

 

The heritage related Principles of Development Control as well as the Precinct 

specific objectives and Principles of Development Control are contained in the Adelaide 

(City) Development Plan.  These should be referred to in whole when contemplating any 

development. 

Further information on the Heritage Incentives Scheme, an initiative of Council to 

sponsor timely and appropriate conservation action is available upon request of the Customer 

Service Centre. 
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Image scanned - not to stated scale. 
This Curtilage Map has been prepared as a guide only and no warranty or assurance is given about the accuracy 
of the content as it may contain obsolete information.  The Corporation excludes all liability [including for 
negligence] in relation to your use of these documents. 
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