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Attached cottage, 17 Marion Street — View to northwest 
 
 

  



NAME: Attached cottage, 17 Marion Street ZONE/POLICY AREA: RA2  
 

 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
A single-storey dwelling, one of a group of five built close to the Marion Street alignment: this 
is the southernmost. Walling is of bluestone, with rendered and painted quoins and window 
and door surrounds. Roof is gabled and of corrugated iron with a simply decorated brick 
parapet to the front elevation and a red brick chimney: the parapet features dentils beneath a 
cornice. Window and door are timber-framed: window is double hung sash. A modern 
timber-framed curved verandah extends across the front of the group of cottages: this has 
timber brackets and narrow cast metal frieze. There is a picket fence at the boundary that 
complements the appearance of the cottage. 
 
The assessment includes the whole of the original cottage; it excludes the interior detailing. 
 

 
STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE: 
 
This simply-designed cottage—one of a group of five—has no known significant associations 
but is of heritage value because it is a surviving example of an early, attached worker’s 
cottage that retains original fabric, reflects original form and features of the early residential 
development and occupation of the area and complements other former dwellings there. The 
speculative building of small, often row dwellings was a practice followed by many of 
Adelaide's 19th century settlers, many of whom were themselves builders or artisans of 
other trades. It complements other cottages nearby. It illustrates several key themes in the 
city’s history:  2.4 City Dwellers: Householders, Boarders and Tenants; 4.3 Development of 
the Building Industry, Architecture and Construction; and 4.6.2 Victorian Houses (1870s to 
1890s). 
 

 
RELEVANT CRITERIA (Under Section 23(4) of the Development Act 1993): 
 
This building is recommended for Local Heritage listing because it meets the following 
criteria: 
 
(a) it displays historical, economical or social themes that are of importance to the local 

area which was once predominantly residential; and 
 
(b) it represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local area in the 

close residential settlement; and 
 
(d) it displays aesthetic merit, design characteristics and simple construction techniques 

of significance to the local area reflected in the external detailing. 
 

 



ELEMENTS OF HERITAGE VALUE: 
 

Inclusions 
• External form of the original building, including exterior walls and roof; 
• Fabric and detailing of the façade. 
 
Exclusions 
• Interior detailing 
• Any additions at rear 
• New services 

 
NOTE: The ‘Description of Place and Elements of Heritage Value’ listed in the Adelaide 
(City) Development Plan for this property are as follows: 
 
Dwelling 
External form, including original fabric and detailing of facade and verandah, external walls, 
roof and chimney, as visible from the street.. Excludes any later additions. 
 
This is the legally recognised listing and should be used for the purposes of development 
application assessment.  
 

 
BRIEF HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 
 
This attached cottage—on the southern end—was one of a row of five cottages constructed 
on portion of Town Acre 503 that was originally granted to James Fisher on 23 December 
1837. 
 
Certificate of Title records indicate that absentee owner William Paxton, a gentleman of 
London, was the owner of Town Acres 502, 503, 510, 511 and 659, and portion of Town 
Acre 658, in August 1865. Pieces of the land were sold, with the remaining land—Town 
Acres 502, 503, 510 and 511—subdivided into 32 allotments. Lot 15 of Town Acre 503 was 
purchased by Charles Priest, a land agent, in February 1877 who sold to Joseph Stevenson 
in the following June. Stevenson later acquired Lot 10 in September of that year.  
 
Stevenson was a builder of Flinders Street, and in 1876–1877 was responsible for erecting 
23 workmen’s houses between Franklin and Waymouth Streets and in Hurtle Square—of 
two and three-rooms—able to be leased at a reasonable rent. It seems likely that he 
constructed the cottages in 1877, all of which appear on the Smith Survey of 1880. 
 
Assessment records of 1878 (adopted 26 November 1877) note that Joseph Stevenson was 
the owner of five vacant houses in Marion Street with an annual assessed value of £15 
each. Records for 1875, 1876 and 1877 note vacant land in Marion Street. Stevenson sold 
the property to Isaac Hutton, a gentleman of Eastwood, in May 1878, at the same time as he 
sold him Lot 10.  
 
Ownership has continued to change hands reflecting the diversity of inner-city living.  
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