Heritage of the City of Adelaide

SEMI-DETACHED AND DETACHED HOUSES

182-190 Gray Street
238-248 Grote Street,
9-18 Ruthven Avenue

This subdivision is an example of early twentieth century city subdivision and development.
Built for R.E Ruthven Smith, of whom little is known, it was built between 1903 and 1905 at
a time when the economy was emerging from the 1890s depression. It was designed for
citizens of limited means.

Before building began on town acres 317 and 318, land belonging to the Catholic Church and
R.E Ruthven Smith was transferred to the Corporation of the City of Adelaide for the
continuation of Gray Street through to Grote Street.

Although not of major architectural interest, it does represent a departure from terrace
development with a form much more akin to suburban building programs, with a combination
of detached and semidetached units, as well as rather more complex roof forms. The houses
are constructed of bluestone (possibly Tapleys Hill) and dressed with red-brick. Although the
integrity of the subdivision is somewhat disrupted by development at 236 Grote Street, it is an
important feature of the western end of Grote Street.

ACA, Digest of Proceedings, 16 November 1903, 21 December 1903, 26 April 1905.

The text in this Information Sheet was copied from the Heritage of the City of
Adelaide: An lllustrated Guide, (1996). The photographs contained in this
Information Sheet are a selection of those held by Heritage Services, in digital
format.

The property described in this Information Sheet is included in the Register of State Heritage places. A
heritage listing does not mean or imply right of access by the public to such properties.

The heritage related Principles of Development Control as well as the Precinct
specific objectives and Principles of Development Control are contained in the Adelaide
(City) Development Plan. These should be referred to in whole when contemplating any
development.

Further information on the Heritage Incentives Scheme, an initiative of Council to
sponsor timely and appropriate conservation action is available upon request of the Customer
Service Centre.
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The City Heritage Register-Definition of Items
Prepared by the Dept.of Planning and Development

Item RUTHVEN AVENUE SUBDIVISION Building N@
As Noted

Address Grote Street, Gray Street, Ruthven Avenue
CT's 2230/134, 3049/76 & 75, 2485/37, 875/178, 1070/87, 4177/848, 864/118,

859756, 2481720, 35717189, 22307133, 2314720
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Scale (approx.) 1:480

Image scanned - not to stated scale.

This Curtilage Map has been prepared as a guide only and no warranty or assurance is given about the accuracy
of the content as it may contain obsolete information. The Corporation excludes all liability [including for

negligence] in relation to your use of these documents.

© Corporation of the City of Adelaide



Heritage of the City of Adelaide

CITY OF ADELAIDE HERITAGE STUDY

The City Heritage Register-Definition of Items
Prepared by the Dept.of Planning and Development

Item RUTHVEN AVENUE SUBDIVISION Building N©

As Noted
Address Grote Street, Gray Street, Ruthven Avenue

CT's 2230/134, 3049/76 & 75, 2485/37, 875/178, 1070/87, 4177/848, 864/118,
859/56, 2481/20, 3571/189, 2230/133, 2414/20.

NOTES:

1. Squared bluestone with brick quoins.

2. Bluestone fronted brick addition.

3. Note terra cotta tiled roof only on roofs facing Gray and Grote Streets.
4.  Warehouse on site of additional member of subdivision.

5. Formerly semi-detached pair.

6. Timber addition with sympathetic bluestone cladding to street facade.

7. Note timber joinery. )
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