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Corner shop, 187 Halifax Street — View to southwest 
 
  



NAME: Corner shop, 187 Halifax Street ZONE/POLICY AREA: RA4  
 

 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
A single-storey shop and attached residence constructed on the southwest corner of Halifax 
and Castle Streets and addressing this with the chamfered corner and a return veranda (of 
later date) extending across both footpaths. The attached residence on the west is set back 
from the street. The walling is of rendered and painted bluestone and brick. Quoins, and 
window and door surrounds, as well as the verandah column in front of the dwelling have 
also been rendered and painted. There is a decorative parapet with dentilled brickwork. The 
rear of the shop has two additions extending and enclosing the western side of Castle 
Street, the first section in painted brick and the second is rendered and painted. The present 
owner has reinstated the early side windows but the front shop window was been altered 
many years ago to a large arched window. Low-pitched roof is of corrugated galvanised iron. 
 
The assessment does not include interior detailing, but inspection revealed that both shop 
and residence are currently in use as the shop/café.  

 

 
STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE: 
 
The building is of heritage value as a largely intact and still-used early corner shop with 
attached residence; it retains the original form and fabric and is also noteworthy for the 
manner in which it addresses the corner site, but for the manner in which it reflects the first 
period of intensive residential development in this south east corner of the city, and 
reinforces the remaining colonial residential character of Castle Street and Halifax Street. It 
illustrates key themes: 2.4 City Dwellers: Householders, Boarders and Tenants; 3.1.5 1860s-
1880s Boom; 3.3.1 Land Speculation and Property Investment; 3.5.4 Small Retail 
Establishments; 4.4 Residential Development, Building Types and Living Conditions; and 4.6 
Housing Styles in Adelaide. 

 

 
RELEVANT CRITERIA (Under Section 23(4) of the Development Act 1993): 
 
This building is recommended for Local Heritage listing because it meets the following 
criteria: 
 
(a) it displays historical, economical or social themes that are of importance to the local 

area as one of the city’s oldest continuing corner shops in a traditionally residential 
area; 

 
(b) it represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local area 
 
(d) it displays aesthetic merit, design characteristics or construction techniques of 

significance to the local area. 
 
(f) it is a landmark in this locality. 

 

 



ELEMENTS OF HERITAGE VALUE: 
 

Inclusions 
• External form of the original building, including exterior walls and roof; 
• Fabric and detailing of the façade. 
 
Exclusions 
• Interior detailing 
• rendered verandah to residence 
• Any additions at rear 
• New services 

 
NOTE: The ‘Description of Place and Elements of Heritage Value’ listed in the Adelaide 
(City) Development Plan for this property are as follows: 
 
Shop and Dwelling 
External stone walls to shop and attached residence to the depth of the hipped roof (3 
windows along Castle Street) and verandah. Excludes rear additions, concrete porch and 
front fence. 
 
This is the legally recognised listing and should be used for the purposes of development 
application assessment.  
 

 
BRIEF HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 
 
In the 1870s at the outset of a building boom in Adelaide which brought many new residents 
to this part of the city, this corner shop was erected on a portion of Town Acre 572 owned by 
John Edgar of Adelaide, a brewer. He owned this property, and an adjoining block in Halifax 
Street in 1871, and was recorded as resident on this corner in the South Australian Directory 
of 1873. He may have already built this corner shop, or in 1876 when he took out a 
mortgage. The 1878 Directory records him as ‘storekeeper’ at this address. The Smith 
Survey of 1880 shows the outline of this building. 
 

 
 
Edgar died in 1893 and the shop passed to Robert Edgar, bootmaker, and then the property 
was subdivided, with the adjoining block on Halifax Street sold in 1895, leaving the shop and 
residence on its 31 ft frontage to Halifax Street. Typically, several shopkeepers subsequent 
to the Edgars were women, including Mrs EJ Mossey in 1900; Mrs TG Hogg in 1923, and 
Norma Ward, who bought the property in 1938. 
 



The scale and form of the building appears to have remained unchanged, but two rear 
extensions were made, the first probably soon after the shop was built. Council approved the 
construction of a kitchen/bathroom and store to the shop and dwelling in 1954 and 
alterations to windows (most likely two on the eastern elevation that were filled in) and 
internal walls in 1978. A verandah with new gutters and lace work was added in 1979. The 
appearance of the residence and rendered facades appear to have been made in the 1920s 
or 1930s. 
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