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APARTMENTS, GARAGE OUTBUILDING 
& FENCE (Sunningdale) 
 
 

Address:  2-20 Barnard Street (aka) 
  21-29 Wellington Square 
Certificate of Title: 5689/451-462 5911/134-144 
  
 

Use: Residential 
Wellington Square 
Policy Area: PA3 
North Adelaide Historic (Conservation) Zone Upper North Adelaide 
  
 

Heritage Status: LHP  
Other Assessments: Former City Significance  
Conservation Reports: Nil 
 

HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION: 

Known as Sunningdale, these flats were built in 1935 to a design by architects McMichael and Harris.  
The two storey building is designed in a simplified Inter War Mediterranean style with careful 
asymmetrical massing and repetition of elements.  Typical features include smooth rendered walls in 
a pale stone colour, low pitched expansive roof sections, and applied classical moulding above 
entrance doors.  Sunningdale was built in the period between the wars when self-contained 
apartments (usually in two storey structures), became a fashionable alternative to single houses.  
However, the Second World War saw the popular trend halted until the 1970s. 
 
In 1926 Eric Michael went overseas and returned with "a fresh approach to design".  He was known in 
the late 1920s and 1930s for his innovative work, both in terms of its design and in relation to the 
construction systems and materials employed.  McMichael's firm designed some of the City's largest 
buildings of the Inter-War period, including the Darling Building and the Savings Bank of South 
Australia Headquarters in King William Street.  His design for the Sunningdale Flats is thoroughly 
consistent with his approach to design displayed elsewhere at this time. 
 
These flats can be compared to Greenways on the corner of Kermode Street and King William Road, 
Deep Acres at 283-291 Melbourne Street and Felicitas, also in Wellington Square.  All area of similar 
date, although design features differ slightly for each. 
 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE: 

Sunningdale apartment block demonstrates the emergence of a trend for flats as a residential 
alternative in North Adelaide in the Inter War period, but which was cut short by the Second World 
war and subsequent building restrictions.  They are a major element in the Wellington Square 
streetscape. 

 

RELEVANT CRITERIA (under Section 23(4) of the Development Act, 1993): 

(a) These apartments display historical and social themes that are of importance to North 
Adelaide as they demonstrate the emergence of a trend for flats as a residential alternative in 
North Adelaide in the Inter War period. 

 
(d) These apartments displays aesthetic merit and design characteristics of significance to North 

Adelaide as they are an intact block of Inter War apartments, designed by architects 
McMichael and Harris.  

 
(f) These apartments are a notable landmark in the Wellington Square streetscape. 
 

 

 



North Adelaide Heritage Survey (2004)Recommendation:  Local Heritage Place 

 

EXTENT OF LISTING: 

External and interior form, materials and details of the two storey Inter War apartment block, including 
garage, rear outbuildings and low masonry fence. 
 
NOTE: The 'Description of Place and Elements of Heritage Value' listed in the Adelaide (City) 
Development Plan for this property is as follows: 
 
Apartments, garage outbuilding and fence (Sunningdale) 
Two storey Inter-War apartment block, including interiors and garage outbuildings at the rear and low 
masonry fence 
 
This is the legally recognised listing and should be used for the purposes of development application 
assessment 
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