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PROVIDENCE CHAPEL 
 
 

Address: 21-23 Finniss Street 
Certificate of Title: 5818/582 
  
 

Use: Place of worship 
Finniss Policy Area: PA12 
North Adelaide Historic (Conservation) Zone Lower North Adelaide 
  
 

State Heritage Status LHP 
Other Assessments Townscape Initiative 

1993 
Conservation Reports: Nil 
 

HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION: 

The chapel known as the Providence Chapel was a Providence Strict Baptist Chapel.  The foundation 
stone reads "In the providence of our triune God this stone was laid July 5, 1913 by Frank Althorp, 
pastor. For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid which is Jesus Christ. 1 Cor.3.11." 

It is not clear why a little chapel like this was built when several others already existed in North 
Adelaide and the city.  Perhaps the Reverend Estcourt Hughes, who wrote the centenary history of 
the Baptist Church, The Story of Our First Hundred Years gives a hint when he writes 'the pioneers of 
the Baptist Church in South Australia struggled bravely in the face of many discouragements and 
difficulties - some of their own making.  Unfortunately, they showed a most unhappy tendency to 
quarrel over their beliefs and practices and to separate from one another without really sufficient 
reason'. 

Later, David Hilliard writes 'while the Baptists lost some of their former energy and found it difficult to 
maintain a distinctive identity...during the 1950s the church entered a new phase of growth, boosted 
by the foundations of a theological college in 1952 and growing evangelical confidence'. 

While the chapel may have once drawn its congregation from the nearby locality which was once 
made up of workers and their families, in more recent times it shares the experience of the City 
Synagogue before it closed and the Greek Orthodox Church in Franklin Street, in that their 
congregations were made up of worshippers from outside of the city. 

The simply built chapel of rock faced stone with brick quoins has a high pitched gable with a roof clad 
in galvanised iron and buttresses on either side. As is typical for a church or chapel which hints at the 
Gothic, it has pointed arched windows and entrance door. 

The chapel sits within a very diverse streetscape, adjacent to a former shop, reinforcing the 
development local clusters of community facilities for small neighbourhood areas. 
 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE: 

The small and simple styled Baptist Chapel adds to the character of the locality of Lower North 
Adelaide, of small scale shops, cottages and churches.  It reflects the continuing growth of the social 
and cultural life of North Adelaide during the early years of the twentieth century. 
 

RELEVANT CRITERIA (under Section 23(4) of the Development Act, 1993): 

(a) Providence Chapel displays historic and social themes important to North Adelaide as it is 
part of the development of facilities for residents of the Lower North Adelaide community and 
reflects the continuing growth of the social and cultural life of North Adelaide during the early 
years of the twentieth century. 

 
(c) It has played an important part in the lives of local residents of the Baptist faith as a place of 

worship 
 
(d) The simply built chapel displays design characteristics common to small places of worship 

constructed for specific denominational groups within the larger church organisations.  The 
chapel which typically hints at the Gothic, is constructed of face freestone with brick dressed 
pointed arched windows and entrance door. 
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PROVIDENCE CHAPEL, 21-23 Finniss Street  (cont) 

 

 
EXTENT OF LISTING: 

External form materials and detail of the 1913 stone chapel. 
 

NOTE: The 'Description of Place and Elements of Heritage Value' listed in the Adelaide (City) 
Development Plan for this property is as follows: 

Providence Chapel 
Gable ended hall  

This is the legally recognised listing and should be used for the purposes of development application 
assessment 
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