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Attached Cottage, 217A Wright Street — View to southwest 

  



NAME: Attached Cottage, 217A Wright Street ZONE/POLICY AREA: RA11  
 

 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
This is a single-storey, single-fronted worker’s cottage and is one of an attached pair. It is 
built close to the street alignment. Walling is of bluestone with brick quoins and door and 
window surrounds. Roof is gabled and of corrugated iron. Party walls stand beyond the roof 
line at the eastern gable end and between attached cottages. There is a narrow concave 
verandah across the front of the cottage that extends to the street alignment. There is a 
picket fence at the street alignment. 
 
The assessment includes the whole of the original cottage, but not interior detailing. 
 

 
STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE: 
 
The attached worker’s cottage has no known significant associations but is of heritage 
significance because of its age and because it is one of a large group of attached cottages in 
Adelaide. It retains original fabric and building form, features of the early residential 
occupation of the area and complements other former dwellings in the area. It illustrates 
several key themes in the city’s history:  2.4 City Dwellers: Householders, Boarders and 
Tenants; 4.3 Development of the Building Industry, Architecture and Construction; and 4.6.2 
Victorian Houses (1870s to 1890s). 
 

 
RELEVANT CRITERIA (Under Section 23(4) of the Development Act 1993): 
 
This building is recommended for Local Heritage listing because it meets the following 
criterion: 
 
(a) it displays historical, economical or social themes that are of importance to the local 

area which was once predominantly a working class residential area. 
 
 

 
ELEMENTS OF HERITAGE VALUE: 
 

Inclusions 
• External form of the original building, including exterior walls and roof; 
• Fabric and detailing of the façade. 
 
Exclusions 
• Interior detailing 
• Any additions at rear 
• New services 

  



NOTE: The ‘Description of Place and Elements of Heritage Value’ listed in the Adelaide 
(City) Development Plan for this property are as follows: 
 
Dwelling 
External form, including original fabric and detailing of facade and verandah, external walls, 
roof, as visible from the street.. Excludes any later additions. 
 
This is the legally recognised listing and should be used for the purposes of development 
application assessment.  
 

 
BRIEF HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 
 
William A Cawthorne, gentleman of Adelaide, is noted as the owner of Part Town Acres 473 
and 474 in August 1868. Town Acre 473 was originally granted to Joseph Middleton and 
Town Acre 474 to Robert Bristow on 23 December  1837. 
 
Cawthorne subdivided the land into seven pieces and, in November 1868, labourer Daniel 
O’Leary acquired a portion. The attached cottage was built during O’Leary’s ownership. 
Indeed, assessment records for 1869 (adopted 18 January 1869) note Daniel O’Leary as 
owning and occupying a house in Wright Street on Town Acre 473 at an annual assessed 
value of £11. Town Acre 474 followed immediately in the assessments. The outline of the 
attached cottages is shown on the 1880 Smith Survey. 
 

 
 
Title to the property passed to Catherine Rawson, dressmaker, who leased to Alfred Proud 
for four years before he acquired the property in February 1884 and, on the same day, 
transferred the title to land agent William Paddock. Further changes in ownership occurred 
with three titles being created in 1953. 
 
In 1991, Council approval was given for a lean-to be demolished at the rear of the cottage 
and an brick extension to be constructed in its place (kitchen, bathroom, study). A pergola 
replaced an existing shed. 
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