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SHOPS AND OFFICES 
 

 

228-240 Rundle Street 

 

Such shops as these reflect the commercial development of Adelaide, and especially the 

attraction of Rundle Street.  This group was built for Henry Martin in the period 1882-85, the 

very end of a boom period. 

 

The shops were originally erected to complement the Tavistock Hotel constructed in 1882. 

 

The hotel, which was part of an adjoining terrace all consistently detailed, was removed 

during the widening of Tavistock Street to form part of the present Frome Street.  The 

surviving section of the complex remains a significant component of Rundle Street East, 

distinguished by its eclectic detailing where inverted orders with foliated caps are applied to 

an Italianate composition.  The manneristic use of these columns, and the design of panelled 

ornament, is eccentric and well illustrates late boom period architecture.  In the 1880s George 

Klewitz Soward was both agent and architect for Henry Martin, indicating a high degree of 

involvement by the architect in this development. 

 

The shops had nine dwelling rooms above and are constructed of coursed square bush-

hammered sandstone with cement dressings.  English & Soward was one of the oldest and 

leading firms of architects in South Australia.  Thomas English began as a builder after his 

arrival in the colony in 1850.  Between 1865-67 he was commissioner of public works and 

before that he was a member of the Adelaide City Council and mayor of Adelaide in 1862.  

English and Rowland Rees worked in partnership before English set up partnership with 

Soward which lasted until English's death in 1884.  G.K. Soward trained as an architect after 

he left St Peter's College.  Like Thomas English he had an active public life as mayor of 

Glenelg and a member of the House of Assembly between 1902 and 1904.  He was eighty-

three when he died at Glenelg in February 1941. 

 
# B E A C 1 1 # 	D : \ P H O T O _ C D \ I M A G E S \ I M G 0 0 3 0 . P C D 	7 2 5 5 3 1 8 2 0 1 4 8 	8 9 0 1 7 9 3 1 6 	8 9 0 1 7 9 3 1 6 	P 	B 4 	0 	6 	3 	3 8 0 	2 5 2 	0

 
(CD Ref 0148/30) 



Heritage of the City of Adelaide  

 Corporation of the City of Adelaide 

 

These shops are of great environmental significance primarily because of their scale.  They do 

a great deal to establish the dominant character and scale of development in this commercial 

area, particularly as they are now on a prominent corner site. 

 

ACA, Assessments; Advertiser, 24 February 1941; Burgess, H.T., Cyclopedia of South 

Australia, Vol. 2, 1909, p. 276; Jensen, E., & R., Colonial architecture in South Australia, 

1980, p. 91; MLSA, Historical photographs (Town Acre 34); Morrison, WE., The Aldine 

history of South Australia, Vol. 2. 1890, p. 727; South Australian Institute of Architects 

Quarterly Bulletin, Jan-March 1958, pp. 15-16. 

 

 

The text in this Information Sheet was copied from the Heritage of the City of 

Adelaide: An Illustrated Guide, (1996).  The photographs contained in this 
Information Sheet are a selection of those held by Heritage Services, in digital 
format. 

 
The property described in this Information Sheet is included in the Register of State Heritage places.  A 

heritage listing does not mean or imply right of access by the public to such properties. 

 

The heritage related Principles of Development Control as well as the Precinct 

specific objectives and Principles of Development Control are contained in the Adelaide 

(City) Development Plan.  These should be referred to in whole when contemplating any 

development. 

Further information on the Heritage Incentives Scheme, an initiative of Council to 

sponsor timely and appropriate conservation action is available upon request of the Customer 

Service Centre. 

 



Heritage of the City of Adelaide  

 Corporation of the City of Adelaide 

 

Image scanned - not to stated scale. 
This Curtilage Map has been prepared as a guide only and no warranty or assurance is given about the accuracy 
of the content as it may contain obsolete information.  The Corporation excludes all liability [including for 
negligence] in relation to your use of these documents. 



Heritage of the City of Adelaide  

 Corporation of the City of Adelaide 

 


