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NAME: Morecroft House, 272-275 East Terrace ZONE/POLICY AREA: RA1  
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FORMER USE: Dwelling 

DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION: 1914–1915 
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Morecroft House, 272-275 East Terrace — View to west 
 
  



NAME: Morecroft House, 272-275 East Terrace ZONE/POLICY AREA: RA1  
 

 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
This is a grand residence built overlooking the East Parklands, set back from East Terrace in 
a spacious garden. The residence is of two storeys and asymmetrical in plan form. It is 
constructed of red brick. The shingle-clad roof is gabled, high pitched with triangular vents: 
there is a prominent gable to the main elevation above a projecting room and entry porch on 
the ground floor with a timber-framed balcony and verandah above: the gables are half-
timbered There are brick string courses and moulding about windows. Most windows are 
paired, though that to the projecting room on the ground floor is a triple-light window. 
Windows and doors are timber-framed: windows are double hung sash. The first floor 
balcony has timber balustrading. A visible timber elements are painted white and contrast 
with the brickwork.  
 
The front fence complements to building. 
 

 
STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE: 
 
This item is of heritage value primarily because it is an example of a grand Edwardian style 
villa built overlooking the parklands. It retains original fabric form and external detailing, and 
continues in its original use. It is of particular value because reflects the long-standing 
desirable nature of a residence on the southeast portion of the city, particularly one 
overlooking the East Parklands. It illustrates several key themes in the city’s history: 2.5 City 
Dwellers: City, state and business leaders; 4.3 Development of the Building Industry, 
Architecture and Construction; 4.6.3 Edwardian House Styles (1900 to 1920s); and 4.6 
Heritage and Building Conservation.  
 

 
RELEVANT CRITERIA (Under Section 23(4) of the Development Act 1993): 
 
This building is recommended for Local Heritage listing because it meets the following 
criteria: 
 
(a) it displays historical, economical or social themes that are of importance to the local 

area overlooking the parklands; and 
 
(d) it displays aesthetic merit, design characteristics or construction techniques of 

significance to the local area reflected in the external detailing of the original dwelling: 
and 

 

 
ELEMENTS OF HERITAGE VALUE: 
 

Inclusions 
• External form and scale of the original building, including exterior walls and roof; 
• Fabric and detailing of the façade, including first floor balcony and verandah; 
• The associated front fence. 
 



Exclusions 
• Interior detailing 
• New services 

 

 
NOTE: The ‘Description of Place and Elements of Heritage Value’ listed in the Adelaide 
(City) Development Plan for this property are as follows: 
 
Dwelling 
External form, including original fabric and detailing of ftwo storey building, including facade 
and balcony/porch, external walls, and roof,  . Excludes reconstructed front fence, roof vent 
and later additions to rear original building. 
 
This is the legally recognised listing and should be used for the purposes of development 
application assessment.  

 
 

 
BRIEF HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 
 
This large residence was constructed on portion of Town Acres 660 and 661 that were 
originally granted to Osmond Gilles and John Bright respectively on 23 December 1837. 
 
In September 1883, Thomas R Bowman was noted as owner of land on these town acres 
measuring approximately 50 ft x 271 ft 6 in and with a frontage to East Terrace. Bowman 
was a sheep farmer of Campbell House near Meningie and owned several pieces of land in 
the immediate vicinity (Part Town Acres 658, 659 and 665) as well as an adjoining portion on 
Town Acre 662 fronting East Terrace. Title to both these portions of land transferred to 
Bowman’s wife, Elizabeth, in November 1894.  
 
It was during Elizabeth’s ownership that the residence—later named Moorcroft House—was 
erected on the portion covering Town Acres 660 and 661. Plans were submitted to Council 
for the construction of the residence in January 1914, and assessment records for the 
following year note that the house was ‘unfinished’. The Return of the Building Surveyor’s 
Notices for 13 March 1914 confirms these details. It reveals that TW Waters was contracted 
to build a residence for Mrs Bowman on Town Acre 661 at a cost of £3,500.  
 
Elizabeth Bowman retained ownership of both properties until August 1936 when she 
became a joint owner with Mary Love and Roberta R Love. Elizabeth died in November 1939 
and the properties remained mostly in the ownership of the Loves until 1954 when both had 
died (Mary in 1948 and Roberta in 1953). Ella LH Matthews of Mt Lofty became the owner in 
1954 and retained ownership until February 1960, when The Fairbridge Society (Inc.), 
London, acquired the properties.  
 
The Fairbridge Society’s intention in purchasing the residence (Moorcroft House) was to use 
it to house 16 or 17 children sent out from Britain to attend local schools. However, before 
purchase, the Society sought assurance from the Council that its use of the dwelling would 
not contravene current by-laws; Council informed the Society that its use of the dwelling 
would fall within the residential zoning by-laws for the area. 
 
In February 1966, the Society relinquished ownership of the properties when both titles were 
transferred to the Crown. This followed the transfer of the title covering St Corantyn at the 
corner of Gilles Street and East Terrace in November 1962 to the Crown. All three properties 
were placed on the one title in 1968. 



 
The State government’s Mental Health Services used Moorcroft House as its headquarters 
until 1989. In August 1973, it provided plans to Council noting its intention to erect a two-
storey office extension at the rear of the residence: brick at ground level and salt treated 
pinus timber at the first floor level with metal decking roof. The Development Committee of 
the Council ‘expressed horror at the appearance of the new building’ noting that it ‘is quite 
out of character with the style of the fine old home it is supposed to match’, and that had it 
been submitted by a private builder would have been refused. A revised plan was forwarded 
in August 1974 that was noted by those involved at the Council as being ‘more in character 
with the existing house’.  
 
In July 1990 and later in September, applications were received to redevelop the larger site 
that included St Corantyn and Coach House. Part of the redevelopment proposal was to 
demolish Moorcroft House. On 3 October 1990, The City of Adelaide Planning Commission 
concurred with the decision of the Adelaide City Council to grant approval to the 
redevelopment. However, a further application of 23 October 1992 proposed that 
redevelopment: 
 

… alter and refurbish three (3) buildings to create 4 (4) houses; construct a 4 
storey building for use as three (3) dwellings; construct a 4 storey building for 
use as three (3) dwellings; and construct 5, 2 storey town houses at 261–275 
East Terrace. 

 
Lands SA were given Council approval on 30 April 1993 and the redevelopment proceeded. 
Moorcroft House, once listed for demolition, was sold in December 1993 when the title 
transferred to its current owners. Since then, external alterations have been made to the 
residence that have included windows and the verandah. A front fence was built in 1994. 
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