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Although there is only 

some minor historical 

and architectural 

interest in this 

building it is a major 

streetscape feature of 

Hutt and Halifax 

streets due to its 

design, scale and  

siting.  Its corner location is dominated by the broad sweep of the ground floor veranda and 

the originality of its external appearance. 

 

The erection of the building was the result of a comprehensive development by a prominent 

financier of the period, Arthur Waterhouse.  Waterhouse was a son of Thomas Greaves 

Waterhouse, one of the 'shop-keeping nobodies' holding early shares in the South Australian 

Mining Association which yielded a fortune from the Burra Burra Mines.  Following in his 

father's footsteps, Arthur Waterhouse became one of Adelaide's best known businessmen 

whose ' . . . opinion on financial and city property questions was highly valued'.  He erected a 

number of city buildings including the rebuilding of the now demolished Majestic Theatre and 

a number of hotels.  He was chairman of the Bank of Adelaide and of Colton, Palmer and 

Preston and a member of the board of the South Australian Gas Company.  Arthur was also 

responsible for the erection of two mansions in North Adelaide, Hawker House and 

St Margaret's. 

 

This building, constructed 

of well-dimensioned 

bluestone with brick 

dressings, was erected in 

1882 and displays the 

typical Victorian 

commercial chamfered-

corner form.  The 

dressings to openings, 

string courses and the 

eaves are particularly 

noteworthy.  The form of 

the building is of 

considerable interest being 

designed as a residence 

and shop, with residents  
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entering from Halifax Street.  The architectural character of the building is robust, making 

good use of its corner location. 
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ACA, Assessments; Advertiser, 24 June 1935;  Gibbs, R., History of Prince Alfred College, 

1984, p. 204. 

 

 

The text in this Information Sheet was copied from the Heritage of the City of 

Adelaide: An Illustrated Guide, (1996).  The photographs contained in this 
Information Sheet are a selection of those held by Heritage Services, in digital 
format. 

 
The property described in this Information Sheet is a place of Local Heritage (City Significance).  A 

heritage listing does not mean or imply right of access by the public to such properties. 

 

The heritage related Principles of Development Control as well as the Precinct 

specific objectives and Principles of Development Control are contained in the Adelaide 

(City) Development Plan.  These should be referred to in whole when contemplating any 

development. 

Further information on the Heritage Incentives Scheme, an initiative of Council to 

sponsor timely and appropriate conservation action is available upon request of the Customer 

Service Centre. 
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