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NAME: Shops, 278–280 Morphett Street   ZONE/POLICY AREA: MU-PA25 
           Part of 132 – 140 Gouger Street  
 

 

APPROVED / CURRENT USE: Shops 

FORMER USE: Shops and residences 

DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION:: 1880s 
 

 

LOCATION: 132–140 Gouger Street 

ADELAIDE,    SA    5000 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA: Adelaide City Council 

LAND DESCRIPTION: CT-5592/315 

  

  

 

HERITAGE STATUS: 

OTHER ASSESSMENTS 

Nil 
McDougall & Vines, 1993 

 

 
 

Shops, 278–280 Morphett Street – View to east 
 



 

NAME: Shops, 278–280 Morphett Street   ZONE/POLICY AREA: MU-PA25 
           Part of 132 – 140 Gouger Street  
 

 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
A two-storey block of shops with residences above, were built to the alignments of Gouger 
Street and Morphett Street, with the main elevation to the latter. Ground floor walling is of 
bluestone, the first floor is of red brick. There is a balustraded parapet with two pedimented 
name plate that denotes the centre section of each shop. There is a first floor balcony and 
verandah; this is cantilevered and timber-framed with timber balustrading. 
 
The assessment does not include interior detailing. 
 

 
STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE: 
 
The building is of heritage value because of its age its retention of original fabric and good 
quality external detailing, for the manner in which it reflects the changed commercial nature 
of the area and the scale and form of late Victorian buildings that predominate in this area. It 
is also a prominent building on a prominent corner site. It illustrates several key themes in 
the city’s history: 3.5.2 Retail and Wholesale Industry; 3.5.4 Retail Establishments; 4.3 
Development of the Building Industry, Architecture and Construction; and 4.5.2 Victorian 
commercial (1870s to 1890s); 4.6 Heritage and Building Conservation; 4.7.1 Adaptive re-
use. 
 

 
RELEVANT CRITERIA (Under Section 23(4) of the Development Act 1993): 
 
This building is recommended for Local Heritage listing because it meets the following 
criteria: 
 
(a) it displays historical, economical or social themes that are of importance to the local 

area which has continued to be predominantly commercial; and 
 
(d) it displays aesthetic merit, design characteristics or construction techniques of 

significance to the local area reflected in the high quality of the external detailing; and 
 
(f) it is a notable feature in the area because of its corner siting. 
 

 
ELEMENTS OF HERITAGE VALUE: 
 

Inclusions 
• External form and scale including exterior walls, façade elements, plaster work 

and roof; 
• Fabric and detailing of the façade. 
 
Exclusions 
• Interior detailing 
• Paint scheme 
•  Modern entry/window system at ground floor 



• Any rear additions 
• New services 

 
BRIEF HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 
 
These shops were erected on part of Town Acre 384 that was originally granted to Frederick 
Boucher on 23 December 1837. The Smith Survey of 1880 indicates a building already on 
the site. Ironmonger Robert Hogan had acquired the property on 3 December 1869 and had 
built a single storey dwelling on the corner site in 1870 and later converted this to a shop. 
Hogan died on 7 January 1884. Patrick Healy (1846–1920), an Irish migrant, who had 
established a successful bootmaking business, acquired the property in 1884 and began 
building two shops immediately north of the site in 1891, and acquired the corner site. On 13 
January 1896 he gained approval for additions and alterations to the corner shop suggesting 
that at this time this was converted into the two two-storey shops to the design of Edward 
Davies. The shops were ultimately taken by James J Foale & Co, drapers when completed.  
 
Princes World Wide Pty Ltd acquired the property on 26 March 1976. 
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