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293 Gilbert Street 
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This two storeyed single fronted, detached 

house is built in the style of a terrace house.  

The plan of the building consists of a hallway 

with rooms opening off to one side.  The 

house is built from bluestone with rendered 

dressings.  It features a verandah and balcony 

to the upper floor, with simple cast iron 

lacework.  The house has an original raked 

roof addition at the rear. 

 

The house was built between November 1879 

and November 1880 at the height of the boom 

period.  It appeared in the Rate Assessment 

Books for the first time in 1880 and was 

recorded as having an annual rateable value 

of £30.  The value of the house rose to £32 in 

1882, before plunging to only £22 in 1887, 

reflecting the severity of the economic 

recession which occurred in South Australia 

in the mid 1880s. 

 

The construction of this is significant in that 

it illustrates the nature and theme of 

residential development in the economically 

buoyant years of the 1880s in the City of 

Adelaide.  It also illustrates something of the 

kind of housing once common in the West 

End of Adelaide. 

 

John Kerney, a cabinet-maker originally from Tasmania, bought the land in 1880 on which the 

building is situated and immediately transferred it to his son.  The property was then sold to 

John William Parsons and John Curtain Minns, land agents. It is not clear whether the Kerney 

family or the two land agents were responsible for the construction of the house. 

 

The property was sold in August 1881 to Aretas Young who owned the property and leased it 

until 1902.  Aretas William Charles Young, a solicitor, was the son of Sir Henry Edward Fox 

Young, Governor of South Australia from 1848 until 1854.  From 1912 to 1972, the house 

was owned by the Lockett family. 

 

This house is significant because it illustrates something of the varied character of the south 

western corner of the City during the 1880’s.  This part of the City has been associated with 

Adelaide’s working class from the earliest days of settlement and was primarily residential  
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until the twentieth century.  The West End 

contained the densest population in the City 

from the 1840s to C 1900, evidence of this 

existing in the allotment sizes and types of 

housing that remain.  While many of the slum 

tenements and ‘rookeries’ have been 

demolished, some remains as testimony to 

this former residential character.  During the 

early twentieth century as the population of 

the area declined and moved to more 

desirable neighbourhoods, light industry and 

commercial uses occurred on the land. 

 

The building at 293 Gilbert Street is notable 

in that it contributes to a surviving collection 

of residential West End buildings that are 

clustered at the western end of Gilbert Street.  

In conjunction with the houses at 294-300 

Gilbert Street and 285-291 Gilbert Street, the 

original character of the area is revealed.  

Numbers 285-291 Gilbert and 293 Gilbert are 

particularly noticeable.  They are two of the 

few remaining two storey nineteenth century 

residential buildings. 
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Smith Survey 1880;  Rate Assessment Books for the years 1873-1881;  Statton, J. 

Biographical Index of South Australians, entry for J. Kerney, vol 2, p. 901, entry for Aretas 

Fox Young, vol 4, p. 1755;  SA Year Book, 1966, p. 50;  Land Title Office, Certificate of Title 

233/64, 326/1, 1104/197 

 

 

The text in this Information Sheet was copied from the City of Adelaide Heritage 

Study, October 1990, Volume One, part of a review of the City of Adelaide Plan 
1986-1991.  The photographs contained in this Information Sheet are a selection of 
those held by Heritage Services, in digital format. 

 
The property described in this Information Sheet is a place of Local Heritage (City Significance).  A 

heritage listing does not mean or imply right of access by the public to such properties. 

 

The heritage related Principles of Development Control as well as the Precinct 

specific objectives and Principles of Development Control are contained in the Adelaide 

(City) Development Plan.  These should be referred to in whole when contemplating any 

development. 

Further information on the Heritage Incentives Scheme, an initiative of Council to 

sponsor timely and appropriate conservation action is available upon request of the Customer 

Service Centre. 


