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Attached cottages, 305-307 Gilles Street — View to southeast 
 
  



NAME: Attached cottages, 305-307 Gilles Street ZONE/POLICY AREA: RA4  
 

 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
This is a pair or single-storey attached cottages. The western cottage (No 305) is double 
fronted: No 307 is a single-fronted dwelling. Walling is of bluestone with rendered and 
painted quoins and window and door surrounds. The roof of corrugated iron is hipped with a 
red brick chimney to western cottage. Windows and doors are timber-framed; windows are 
double-hung sash; doors are timber-panelled with side and top lights. There is a timber-
framed concave iron verandah roof is continuous across both dwellings.  
 
Built as workmen's row cottages, these two dwellings are far more modest than the 
immediately neighbouring terrace to the east of four two-storey dwellings speculatively built 
in 1877. 
 

 
STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE: 
 
Another example of a pair of attached cottages, one being single fronted the other double-
fronted, built as a speculative venture with the owner to live in one and a tenant in the other. 
The attached worker’s cottage has no known significant associations but is of heritage 
significance because of its age and because it is one of a large group of attached cottages in 
Adelaide which is relatively rare, though there is a similar group immediately to the east. It 
retains original fabric and building form, features of the early residential occupation of the 
area and complements other former dwellings in the area. It illustrates several key themes in 
the city’s history:  2.4 City Dwellers: Householders, Boarders and Tenants; 4.3 Development 
of the Building Industry, Architecture and Construction; and 4.6.2 Victorian Houses (1870s to 
1890s). 
 

 
RELEVANT CRITERIA (Under Section 23(4) of the Development Act 1993): 
 
This building is recommended for Local Heritage listing because it meets the following 
criterion: 
 
(a) it displays historical, economical or social themes that are of importance to the local 

area which was once predominantly a working class residential area. 
 

 
ELEMENTS OF HERITAGE VALUE: 
 

Inclusions 
• External form of the original building, including exterior walls and roof; 
• Fabric and detailing of the façade. 
 
Exclusions 
• Interior detailing 
• Any additions at rear 
• New services 

 

  



NOTE: The ‘Description of Place and Elements of Heritage Value’ listed in the Adelaide 
(City) Development Plan for this property are as follows: 
 
Dwellings 
External form, including original fabric and detailing of facade and verandah, external walls, 
roof, and chimneys as visible from the street. Excludes any later additions.  
 
This is the legally recognised listing and should be used for the purposes of development 
application assessment.  
 

 
BRIEF HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 
 
Part Town Acre 654 was originally granted to George Fife Angas, Henry Kingscote and 
Thomas Smith in December 1837. It was transferred to Robert Stuckey, a gentleman, with 
Part Town Acre 669 and later transferred to William Langsford and others. Langsford built a 
house on this land and in January 1874 the title for a portion of the land passed to William 
Towers Waterhouse (or Sampson), an accountant. In May 1874, Waterhouse sold it to 
Thomas Moroney, a stone mason, and Moroney built the attached cottages in 1875. In 1876 
he sold them to James English, a gentleman, who had tenants in both by 1876. The Smith 
Survey of 1880 indicates the outline of the houses.  
 
In 1880, English sold the houses to John Absolom Howe, the Younger, a warehouseman, 
who took out a mortgage with English. In 1887, Howe, now a baker, transferred the title to 
his wife, Jane Howe. In 1893 it was transferred to Ann Howe, a widow and when she died in 
1895, Jesse and John Howe became the owners. In 1899 it was transferred to Martha Hill, a 
spinster, of North Adelaide, who sold it to Richard Hahn, a gentleman, in 1908. Hahn sold it 
to Elizabeth Reed, a married woman of Port Adelaide in 1912 and there were further 
transfers in 1912, 1921 and 1933. 
 
In 1957, a portion was sold to Constantin Prodea, a technician and his wife, Margaret Violet 
Prodea, of 299 Carrington Street. The Prodea’s portion of the property was 305–307 Gilles 
Street and the balance, the adjoining cottage at 307A Gilles Street, was transferred to 
others. Mr and Mrs Prodea have retained ownership of this property. 
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