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NAME: Villa, 34-36 McLaren Street ZONE/POLICY AREA: RA4  
 

 

APPROVED / CURRENT USE: House / House 

FORMER USE: Dwelling 

DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION: c. 1875 

 

 

LOCATION: 34-36 McLaren Street 

ADELAIDE  SA  5000 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA: Adelaide City Council 

LAND DESCRIPTION: CT-5410/508 

  

 

 

HERITAGE STATUS: 

OTHER ASSESSMENTS 

Local Heritage Place 

McDougall & Vines, 1993 

 

 
 

 
 

Villa, 34-36 McLaren Street — View to north 
  



NAME: Villa, 34-36 McLaren Street ZONE/POLICY AREA: RA4  
 

 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
This is a single storey, double fronted sandstone villa with random bluestone side walls, 
rendered on the eastern side. It retains its two original double hung sash windows and 
timber door with side and top lights, all with cement-rendered surrounds. It has a corrugated 
iron hipped roof and a bullnose verandah under separate roof with plain timber posts and a 
tiled concrete floor. A notable feature is the detailed pair of brick chimneys. The villa has 
been painted in traditional colours of heritage green and cream and has been re-roofed. It 
has a shallow setback with narrow garden allotment and new timber picket fence and is in 
excellent condition.   
 

 
STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE: 
 
This sandstone cottage is of historical significance as it shows the development of this part 
of the city for residential purposes in the late Victorian period. It is of architectural interest as 
it displays features of this period used for this type of residential cottage in the local area in 
this period. It forms a cohesive residential precinct with similar cottages lining both sides of 
this street. It illustrates several key themes in the city’s history: 1.1 The Site of the City and 
its Planning; 2.4 City Dwellers: Householders, Boarders and Tenants; 4.3 Development of 
the Building Industry, Architecture and Construction; 4.6.2 Victorian Houses (1870s to 
1890s); and 4.6 Heritage and Building Conservation. 
 

 
RELEVANT CRITERIA (Under Section 23(4) of the Development Act 1993): 
 
This building is recommended for Local Heritage listing because it meets the following 
criteria: 
 

 (a) it displays historical, economical or social themes that are of importance to the local 
area as it shows the development of this part of the city for residential purposes in the 
late Victorian period; and  

 
(d) it displays aesthetic merit, design characteristics or construction techniques of 

significance to the local area 
 

 
ELEMENTS OF HERITAGE VALUE: 
 

Inclusions 
• External form of the original building, including exterior walls and roof; detailed 

pair of brick chimneys; and bullnose verandah with tiled concrete floor; 
• Fabric and detailing of the façade. 
 
Exclusions 
• Interior detailing 
• Any additions at rear 
• Front yard elements, including new timber picket fence 

  



NOTE: The ‘Description of Place and Elements of Heritage Value’ listed in the Adelaide 
(City) Development Plan for this property are as follows: 
 
Dwelling 
External form, including original fabric and detailing of facade and verandah, external walls, 
roof and chimneys, as visible from the street.. Excludes any later additions. 
 
This is the legally recognised listing and should be used for the purposes of development 
application assessment.  
 

 
BRIEF HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 
 
This villa appears on the 1880 Smith Survey Map, by which time McLaren Street was largely 
developed as a residential area. McLaren Street is a narrow street of similarly aged houses, 
with little disruption to the streetscape. The traditional and characteristic built form on both 
sides of the street is reinforced by the narrow street width. 
 
In 1920, the Board of Trustees of the State Bank of South Australia was the owner of this 
property, Part Town Acre 497. It remained with the Bank until it was transferred to Wilfred 
Henry Gale, a butcher, and his wife, Hilda, who were living at that address. At the same time 
it was transferred from the Gales to Constantine Vassilopoulo, a business manager. This 
suggests that the Gales had been renting the property for some time, and then bought and 
immediately sold it in 1950. Vassilopoulo changed his name to Vass in 1952.  
 
Council records indicate that for a time (from at least the mid-1950s) the villa was used as a 
boarding/lodging house. In 1980, Council approved an application to convert the existing 
boarding house to flats, and in 1988 to construct a single storey brick veneer skillion roofed 
extension at the rear of the cottage (bathroom, bedroom and kitchen). Adrian R Cavanagh 
Architects were architects for the project and Cabal Pty Ltd the builder. However, by 1990 
the cottage was being used as a private dwelling. A new verandah and picket fence have 
been added at some stage. 
 
In 1999, the villa was transferred to Lorna Isabel Coates and on Ms Coates’ death in 2008 it 
was transferred to current owner, Michael Radford Sage.  
 
The villa has changed little from its original scale and form. 
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