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Villa, 368–370 Halifax Street — View to north 
 

  



NAME: Villa, 368–370 Halifax Street ZONE/POLICY AREA: RA2  
 

 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
This is a double-fronted, single-storey symmetrical villa. It is built close to the Halifax Street 
alignment though with a shallow garden in front. Front walling is of bluestone. Quoins and 
door and window surrounds are rendered and painted. The roof is hipped and covered with 
pressed metal tiles: chimneys have been removed. There are brackets beneath the eaves. 
There is a timber-framed verandah across the front of the villa set on timber posts with cast 
metal brackets. Windows and door surrounds are timber-framed; windows are double-hung 
sash; main door is timber-panelled with transom above.  
 
The assessment does not include the interior detailing. 

 
STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE: 
 
This double-fronted villa displays common architectural detailing and is not a place of major 
architectural value. However, it remains substantially intact and retains the purpose for which 
it was built and remains a good example of a late-Victorian attached villa. It is primarily a 
place of historical significance and reflects the development of this part of the city for 
residential purposes. It illustrates several key themes in the city’s history: 1.1 The Site of the 
City and its Planning; 2.4 City Dwellers: Householders, Boarders and Tenants; 4.3 
Development of the Building Industry, Architecture and Construction; 4.6.2 Victorian Houses 
(1870s to 1890s); and 4.6 Heritage and Building Conservation. 
 

 
RELEVANT CRITERIA (Under Section 23(4) of the Development Act 1993): 
 
This building is recommended for Local Heritage listing because it meets the following 
criteria: 
 
(a) it displays historical, economical or social themes that are of importance to the local 

area which was once predominantly residential; and 
 
 (d) it displays aesthetic merit, design characteristics or construction techniques of 

significance to the local area reflected in the quality of the external detailing. 
 

 
ELEMENTS OF HERITAGE VALUE: 
 

Inclusions 
• External form and scale of the original building, including exterior walls and roof; 
• Fabric and detailing of the façade. 
 
Exclusions 
• Interior detailing 
• New services 



NOTE: The ‘Description of Place and Elements of Heritage Value’ listed in the Adelaide 
(City) Development Plan for this property are as follows: 
 
Dwelling 
External form, including original fabric and detailing of facade and verandah, external walls 
and roof, as visible from the street.. Excludes any later additions. 
 
This is the legally recognised listing and should be used for the purposes of development 
application assessment.  
 

 
BRIEF HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 
 
This villa—one of four remaining from a row of five—was constructed on portion of Town 
Acre 508 that was originally granted to James Fisher on 23 December 1837. The solicitor, 
James Hurtle Fisher (1790-1875), arrived in South Australia in 1836. He became a member 
of the South Australian Building Committee; was appointed registrar; and was selected as 
resident commissioner, 'with powers to dispose of the public lands in the province, the 
proceeds from the sale of which were to finance emigration.' In October 1840 he was elected 
first mayor of Adelaide, and held the office again in 1852-1854. Fisher was asked by Colonel 
Robert Torrens to 'prepare drafts of Colonial Acts for establishing a Registration of Births, 
Deaths and Marriages, and for facilitating the transfer of real property'. 
 
In December 1859, merchant Adam Jaffrey owned Town Acres 504, 505, 508 and 509 which 
he sold to Hon William Peacock of Hackney. Peacock was a Member of the Legislative 
Council in the South Australian Parliament at the time this transaction occurred. He retained 
the land until he sold to William Tomsey Cooper, gentleman of Adelaide, in November 1869. 
It was Cooper who subdivided the land into many allotments with Lot 31—measuring 30 ft x 
90 ft—being acquired by James Thompson in January 1873. Thompson later acquired Lot 
30 (372 Halifax Street) in December 1874. 
 
Thompson was a carpenter and is likely to have built or assisted in the building of the villa. 
Assessment records indicate the vacant ‘paddock’ owned by Peacock in 1870 (adopted 3 
January 1870) but that by the end of 1871, four pieces of vacant land were noted in the town 
acre that included a piece owned by WT Cooper measuring 192 ft x 90 ft. that he 
subsequently sold to others. By the end of the following year, 1872, an ‘unfinished’ house is 
noted for owner J Thompson. He occupied the house once it was finished. The Smith Survey 
of 1880 indicates the outline of the house. Thompson relinquished title to the property in 
October 1882 to Martha Fowler of Woodside who was a joint owner of the house at 316 
Angas Street in the mid-1880s. 
 
McDougall and Vines (1993) identified this house as one of four remaining from a row of five 
[Nos 368 to 380] built speculatively before the Smith Survey was undertaken. The survival of 
the 'group of similar houses of the same age … gives a clear indication of the scale and type 
of residential development', including the subdivision and spacing, of the period. 
 
In 1975, the owner was Mr P Spartalis of Rosslyn Park, who made some alterations, mainly 
to the laundry. In 1986, the owner was KW Lanyon. 
 
  

http://www.adb.online.anu.edu.au/biogs/A020487b.htm
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