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BRECKNOCK HOTEL 
 

 

401 King William Street 

 

A hotel with the name of the Brecknock has been located on this site since 1851, excepting a 

period of a few months in 1851 when it was known as the Brecon Arms.  From 1866 to the 

present day, only two families have owned the hotel.  During the period 1866 to 1903, the 

Bray family owned the hotel, and from 1903 to the present day, Frank Moore and his family 

have owned the hotel. 
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The present hotel on the site dates from 1922.  During Frank Moore’s ownership, the old hotel 

was demolished and a new one built in 1922.  The architect for the new design was Kenneth 

Edward Joseph Bardolph, a Victorian trained architect who worked in South Australia.  

Bardolph had a varied career.  He later became a journalist and newspaper publisher and from 

the late 1930s, a Labour Member of Parliament. 

 

In the Adelaide City Council Annual Report for 1922, it was reported that, 

 

 ‘this hotel, one of the oldest landmarks in the city …has been demolished and a new 

structure of pleasing design is in the course of erection…’ 

 

In the 1920s the architect, Bardolph lived on near-by South Terrace and was both a customer 

and friend of the Moore family.  He designed the hotel whilst in practice with F.W. Hocart.  

Other buildings in the City designed by Bardolph include the Paringa buildings in Hindley 

Street, the Haigh Building in Rundle Mall and Corogoa Hall in Tynte Street, North Adelaide. 

 

Bardolph studied architecture at the Working Men’s College in Melbourne during the years of 

1911-12, before being articled to William Pitt.  He worked for nearly three years for Walter 

Burley Griffin, designing the new national capital, Canberra.  After the First World War, the 

Bardolph family moved to Adelaide and became involved in newspaper publishing and 

politics.  The Bardolph brothers published the Unley News (1918-23) and the Labour party 

paper, the South Australian Worker during the 1910s and 1920s. 
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Bardolph became President of the United Trades and Labor Council of South Australia in 

1929-30 and member of the interstate Executive of the Australian Council of Trade Unions.  

He was the Vice-President of the SA Land Labor Party in 1932-33.  In 1941, he was elected to 

the Legislative Council and served for 23 years, eventually becoming the Deputy Leader of the 

Labour Party.  In 1951 he was elected a fellow of the Royal Australian Institute of Architects. 

 

The Brecknock Hotel is an excellent example of 1920s rather freestyle design.  The form of 

the building is similar to the many nineteenth century hotels built in Adelaide in that the two 

storey building is located on a corner and has a chamfered corner.  However there the 

similarity ends, in a pebble dashed and rough cast rendering of an Edwardian architectural 

style. 

 

The building is constructed from red brick and covered with a rough render.  The King 

William Street elevation of the building has a roofed balcony with a solid masonry balustrade 

with timber posts.  At the roof-line, the building has a masonry scalloped and rough and 

smooth rendered parapet, with simple masonry ‘fretwork’ to the scallops in the parapet.  

Behind the parapet is a hipped and CGI clad roof. 
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The focus of the design is formed where the balcony is interrupted by an emphasised central 

entrance bay, treated in a smooth render.  On the ground floor, this entrance has a pair of 

doors with leadlight side and fan lights.  On the first floor a doorway allows access to a small 

unroofed balustraded balcony with a projecting masonry arch over the door.  The other focus 

of the design is a turret with a spherical copper clad dome located on the chamfered corner of 

the hotel.  This is a prominent feature of the design.  The leadlighting in the windows of the 

hotel is consistent with 1920s design. 

 

The building appears to be largely externally intact although some alterations are evident at 

the southern end of the building.  The alterations could be explained by Council’s approval in 

1950-51 of an application made by the owner, C.J. Moore to construct ‘bathrooms’ at the 

hotel.  The architect for the design was E.A. Keal. 

 

The hotel is an important element on both King William Street and Gilbert Street but is 

somewhat isolated by the surrounding development which is mixed in both scale and 
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appearance.  Its most prominent feature is the copper clad turret located at the corner of 

Gilbert and King William Streets. 

 

Smith Survey 1880;  Adelaide City Council Annual Report 1922, pp. 48-9;  Land Title Office, 

Certificate of Title 83/51, 343/235, 699/165;  Australian Dictionary of Biography, entry for 

Douglas H. and Kenneth E.J. Bardolph, vol 7, pp. 171-2;  Interview with Ruth Moore, 16 May 

1990;  Interview with Patricia Moore, March and April 1990;  Architectural plans of 

Brecknock Hotel, 1922, courtesy D. Bardolph, copy held at ACC;  Town Clerk’s Digest, 

1950-1, p 272. 

 

 

The text in this Information Sheet was copied from the City of Adelaide Heritage 

Study, October 1990, Volume One, part of a review of the City of Adelaide Plan 
1986-1991.  The photographs contained in this Information Sheet are a selection of 
those held by Heritage Services, in digital format. 

 
The property described in this Information Sheet is a place of Local Heritage (City Significance).  A 

heritage listing does not mean or imply right of access by the public to such properties. 

 

The heritage related Principles of Development Control as well as the Precinct 

specific objectives and Principles of Development Control are contained in the Adelaide 

(City) Development Plan.  These should be referred to in whole when contemplating any 

development. 

Further information on the Heritage Incentives Scheme, an initiative of Council to 

sponsor timely and appropriate conservation action is available upon request of the Customer 

Service Centre. 
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