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CML BUILDING 
 

 

41-49 King William Street 

 

This was the most prestigious building erected during the middle 1930s after the worst years 

of the Depression.  The Colonial Mutual Life Assurance Co. (CML) had reached that stage in 

its development when it constructed impressive, internationally recognisable offices. 

 

The building has high quality neo-Romanesque detailing and in this regard is one of the most 

distinctive buildings in Adelaide.  While the design of the building represents a 'signature' 

style for the company, it is a 'skyscraper' of the transitional period in architecture, illustrating 

the proportion and detailing from earlier styles, abstracted and reinterpreted in a creative way. 
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(CD Ref 3974/98) 

The magazine Building, 12 January 1935, described 

the Colonial Mutual Life building, designed by 

architects Hennessy, Hennessy and Co., as a 'new 

note' in Adelaide architecture, and a' distinctive and 

colourful interpretation of the Romanesque style'.  

This style of building had also been erected 

elsewhere by this firm of architects who were 

responsible for its evolution and adoption by the 

CML in its new buildings erected in Brisbane, 

Durban (South Africa) and Wellington (New 

Zealand). One of the most interesting features of 

the new CML in Adelaide was its skyline with the 

tower and mansard roof, ' . . . tiled with Wilsons 

tiles in colours to match the varying colours in the 

Benedict stonework of the King William Street and 

Hindley Street facades'.  The lions, vultures and 

other ornamentation, cast in Benedict stone, were 

brought from the Benedict stoneworks in Brisbane.  

The building was constructed during 1935-36.  The 

contractors were Concrete Constructions (S.A.) 

Ltd.  

 

The external integrity of the building is high although window framing has been altered.  The 

interior was modernised and light wells filled in to create a new southern facade during 

renovations in 1980. 

 

This building is of great environmental significance due to its distinctive form and 

ornamentation.  It is a landmark building sited on one of the major intersections of Adelaide, 

yet combining well with the mixed development along King William Street. 

 

ACA, BSO, index, 26 September 1933, Plan 3876;  Building, 12 January 1935;  MLSA, 

Historical photographs (Town Acre 78).  
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The text in this Information Sheet was copied from the Heritage of the City of 

Adelaide: An Illustrated Guide, (1996).  The photographs contained in this 
Information Sheet are a selection of those held by Heritage Services, in digital 
format. 

 
The property described in this Information Sheet is included in the Register of State Heritage places.  A 
heritage listing does not mean or imply right of access by the public to such properties. 

 

The heritage related Principles of Development Control as well as the Precinct 

specific objectives and Principles of Development Control are contained in the Adelaide 

(City) Development Plan.  These should be referred to in whole when contemplating any 

development. 

Further information on the Heritage Incentives Scheme, an initiative of Council to 

sponsor timely and appropriate conservation action is available upon request of the Customer 

Service Centre. 
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