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SEMI-DETACHED HOUSES 
 

 

42-44 Finniss Street 
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These houses were built in about 1851 for 

William Johnstone who also owned the 

nearby British Hotel.  The houses have 

outlasted the original hotel building (rebuilt 

in 1883). 

 

William and Mary Ann Johnstone had 

arrived in South Australia (where they 

married) by 1839.  William became a 

licensed victualler, purchasing Town Acre 

968 in 1848 which included the British 

Tavern  where  he  had  been  licensee  from  

1843.  He leased it out from 1851 to 1853 (while he was licensee at the Black Horse in the 

city), then returned to his own hotel.  Johnstone died in 1860.  Mary Ann became licensee 

from 1860 to 1865. 

 

The indenture of the lease of property from Johnstone, dated 8 December 1851, described 

both the British Tavern and the 'messuage or tenement' on Town Acre 968 in Finniss Street 

which appears to be the present semi-detached houses.  The assessment of 15 January 1852 

describes each of these as a four roomed brick house, owned and occupied by William 

Johnson (mis-spelled). 

 

These semi-detached houses are also significant in 

architectural terms because of their age, extent and 

quality brickwork.  The design is identified with a 

period when architectural composition, reliant upon 

simplicity and the importance of layered planes, lent 

subtle proportion to buildings.  It is evocative of late 

Georgian terrace housing and of the Regency design 

philosophy.  The houses stand in marked contrast to 

later Victorian buildings in Adelaide where 

asymmetry and elaborate stuccoed detail are 

hallmarks of the short-lived boom period.  The 

building is a reasonably extensive and well-detailed 

residential structure for such an early date.  The 

facade (although painted) is well contained in a 

series of planes bounded by brick pilasters and 

strings, with quality brickwork to gauged brick 

arches over openings and panelled parapet and 

cornice.  Side walls are typically constructed of 

limestone rubble.  Because of their scale and simple 

detailing  the  houses  are  distinctive elements of the  

# B E A C 1 1 # 	D : \ P H O T O _ C D \ I M A G E S \ I M G 0 0 0 8 . P C D 	6 3 2 6 3 1 3 2 1 7 2 1 	8 6 7 7 4 7 5 4 1 	8 6 7 7 4 7 5 4 1 	P 	B 4 	0 	7 	5 	2 5 5 	3 6 1 	0

(CD Ref 1721/8) 



Heritage of the City of Adelaide  

 Corporation of the City of Adelaide 

streetscape.  They reinforce the contribution made by the nearby British Hotel and are 

complemented by residential development to the east. 

 

ACA, Assessments, Smith Survey 1880;  GRO, Memorial and deposit index books, folios for 

William Johnstone;  Hoad, J.L., Hotels and publicans in South Australia, 1986, part 3, pp. 74-

5;  South Australian Register, 21 May 1860;  Statton, J. (ed), Biographical index of South 

Australians, 1836-1885, Vol. 2, 1986, p. 854. 

 

 

The text in this Information Sheet was copied from the Heritage of the City of 

Adelaide: An Illustrated Guide, (1996).  The photographs contained in this 
Information Sheet are a selection of those held by Heritage Services, in digital 
format. 

 
The property described in this Information Sheet is included in the Register of State Heritage places.  A 

heritage listing does not mean or imply right of access by the public to such properties. 

 

The heritage related Principles of Development Control as well as the Precinct 

specific objectives and Principles of Development Control are contained in the Adelaide 

(City) Development Plan.  These should be referred to in whole when contemplating any 

development. 

Further information on the Heritage Incentives Scheme, an initiative of Council to 

sponsor timely and appropriate conservation action is available upon request of the Customer 

Service Centre. 
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