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ANGLICAN CHURCH OFFICE  

(Former Bickford's Building) 
 

 

42-48 Currie Street 

 

The historical significance of this building lies in its association with the firm of A.M. 

Bickford & Sons.  William Bickford arrived in the colony in 1839, and soon opened the first 

druggist’s shop in Adelaide.  The enterprise prospered and by the end of the century had 

become the leading drug firm in South Australia.  This growth is reflected in these substantial 

premises built for the firm in 1879-80. 

 

The building was erected on Town Acre 111 on land owned by the Leigh Trust on behalf of 

the Anglican Church. 

 

Most credit for the company’s early success must be given to Bickford's wife, Ann Margaret, 

who was left with five children and management of the business after her husband's premature 

death in 1850.  The company quickly expanded under Mrs Bickford's guidance.  When her 

sons William and Harry were old enough she brought them into the business.  The company 

sold its retail outlet in Hindley Street and ventured into the manufacturing and wholesaling of 

pharmaceutical supplies, and later the celebrated Bickford's Lime Cordial (now made in 

Victoria). 

 

By 1900 the company was also supplying veterinary supplies and manufacturing and selling 

cosmetics, soap and eucalyptus oil under the 'Our Jack' brand, named after the kookaburra or 

laughing jackass.  The labels on their bottles and packaging showed a kookaburra, an example 

of Australian patriotic sentiment at the time of federation. 
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(CD Ref 3971/81) 

In 1878 Daniel Garlick 

designed 'three handsome 

warehouses' for Bickford 

& Co., with frontages of 

81 feet to Currie Street 

and 90 feet to Leigh 

Street.  The warehouses 

of three storeys and a 

basement were 

constructed by W King 

jun. of 'white' or 

'Mitcham freestone' with 

cement dressings.  The 

structure cost about 

£8000, a substantial sum 

in those days. 

 
 

When the imposing structure was completed in 1879 the South Australian Register of 31 July 

1879 described it as two warehouses under one roof, giving a striking character to a rather 
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quiet street.  Its size, handsome appearance and excellent position commanded attention.  The 

corner of the building was occupied by the enterprising owners as a warehouse for medicines, 

drugs and other articles: 

 

Being joined to the Royal Chambers and of the same height the whole building frontage to 

Currie Street is something very striking.  The style of Bickford's Buildings is modified Italian, 

and the design is well calculated to present a handsome as well as a substantial appearance. 

 

Morgan and Gilbert considered the building architecturally significant, ' . . . one of the few 

examples in Adelaide of a building of its period erected for a great business to combine an 

office and warehouse'. 

 

The building has Italianate dressings surmounted by a simple cornice and parapet.  The 

exterior remains substantially original.  It is important for its relatively undisturbed coursed 

sandstone and the terrace-like treatment of the individual sections of the facade to Currie 

Street. 

 

Unsympathetic changes include a large window to the cafe in the eastern third of the building, 

and inconsistent painting of dressings.  The building is a significant and complementary 

element because of its bulk and corner siting. 

 

ACA, Assessments 1878-80;  Burgess, H.T., Cyclopedia of South Australia, Vol. 1, 1909, pp. 

595-6;  Morgan, E.J.R., & Gilbert, S.H., Early Adelaide architecture, 1969, p. 30;  South 

Australian Register, 31 July 1879. 

 

The text in this Information Sheet was copied from the Heritage of the City of 

Adelaide: An Illustrated Guide, (1996).  The photographs contained in this 
Information Sheet are a selection of those held by Heritage Services, in digital 
format. 

 
The property described in this Information Sheet is a place of Local Heritage (City Significance).  A 
heritage listing does not mean or imply right of access by the public to such properties. 

 

The heritage related Principles of Development Control as well as the Precinct 

specific objectives and Principles of Development Control are contained in the Adelaide 

(City) Development Plan.  These should be referred to in whole when contemplating any 

development. 

Further information on the Heritage Incentives Scheme, an initiative of Council to 

sponsor timely and appropriate conservation action is available upon request of the Customer 

Service Centre. 
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Image scanned - not to stated scale. 
This Curtilage Map has been prepared as a guide only and no warranty or assurance is given about the accuracy 
of the content as it may contain obsolete information.  The Corporation excludes all liability [including for 
negligence] in relation to your use of these documents. 
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