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HOUSE AND OUTBUILDING  

(Formerly Parramatta Villa) 
 

 

57-60 Strangways Terrace 
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(CD Ref 1345/98) 

This substantial grand 

residence is one of a pair 

erected for George Henry 

Catchlove, JP, on 

Strangways Terrace.  The 

original house was erected 

in 1871, predating its 

neighbour to the east by 

ten years.  Both buildings 

are strong visual elements 

in Strangways Terrace and 

demonstrate well the 

desirability of a Park 

Lands residential frontage  

in North Adelaide during the boom period of the 1870s and early 1880s. 

 

The design of this house is more elaborate than that of its neighbour to the east.  The design 

was by the architectural partnership of Thomas English and Rowland Rees, although the hand 

of Rees appears to predominate with the elaborate window surrounds, chimney tops and 

veranda/balcony, details which are topical of his work.  Comparison of the first floor window 

surrounds in the gabled wing with the window surrounds of the former Huntsman's Hotel, 

(now the Lutheran Bookshop on O'Connell Street and a later structure by Rees and Patterson) 

provide two examples of Rees' architectural vigour, now closely identified with the elaborate 

villas of the boom period.  Finely finished stucco and elaborate joinery, particularly to the 

veranda/balcony with its substantial spandrels and strongly detailed entablature, are hallmarks 

of such a building.  This residence is one of the most developed and significant examples of 

the two storey bay-windowed villa in the City of Adelaide. 

 

The South Australian Register, 4, 8 January 1872 described this as a handsome residence of 

'Glen Osmond stone with rustic quoins, and keystone pillars, brackets, etc., the style of 

architecture being Renaissance'. 

 

The ground floor capitals of veranda columns formed of vine leaves and grapes are quite 

unusual and were probably designed as a symbolic reference to Catchlove’s occupation as 

innkeeper and brewer.  Catchlove made his fortune as a licensed victualler of the Bridge Hotel 

at Echunga during the halcyon days of the Echunga goldrush in the 1850s and he was later co-

owner of Haussen's Hindmarsh Brewery.  Later, he traded at Burra as a brewer in conjunction 

with Messrs Lockyer, Lawrence and Rosman.  This house, formerly known as Parramatta 

Villa, together with the adjoining residence, testify to his financial success and prominence.  

Catchlove died in 1892. 
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The building appears to be in very good condition and substantially original.  This house and 

its pair are vital elements in the character of Strangways Terrace.  It is part of a notable Park 

Lands frontage and is of great streetscape importance.  The outbuilding to Ward Street is also 

of considerable importance, adjacent to stables and a residence of similar scale and character. 

 

ACA, Assessments, Smith Survey 1880;  Observer, 22 October 1892;  South Australian 

Register, 4 January 1872, 8 January 1872. 

 

 

The text in this Information Sheet was copied from the Heritage of the City of 

Adelaide: An Illustrated Guide, (1996).  The photographs contained in this 
Information Sheet are a selection of those held by Heritage Services, in digital 
format. 

 
The property described in this Information Sheet is included in the Register of State Heritage places.  A 

heritage listing does not mean or imply right of access by the public to such properties. 

 

The heritage related Principles of Development Control as well as the Precinct 

specific objectives and Principles of Development Control are contained in the Adelaide 

(City) Development Plan.  These should be referred to in whole when contemplating any 

development. 

Further information on the Heritage Incentives Scheme, an initiative of Council to 

sponsor timely and appropriate conservation action is available upon request of the Customer 

Service Centre. 
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