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NAME: Union Hotel, 68-72 Waymouth Street   
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APPROVED / CURRENT USE: Hotel w/out Accommmodation  
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Union Hotel, 68-72 Waymouth Street—View to northwest 
 



 

NAME: Union Hotel, 68-72 Waymouth Street   
 ZONE/POLICY AREA: CBA - PA15 
 

 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
This two storey hotel is constructed of sandstone and painted render, with highly detailed window 
and door surrounds. It has a chamfered corner at the intersection of Waymouth Street and the 
eastern side lane The side lane leads to the Hotel yard behind the centre of Town Acre 174. The 
upper windows are particularly striking, being Romanesque in style with voussoirs and keystones. 
The westernmost bay of the hotel was originally a separate tenancy and its upper Palladian arched 
window is much more elaborate. The visible side wall to the side lane is much less ornate in detail 
and has a higher parapet than the ornate cornice and parapet to the front of the building. The 
roofline is not visible behind the parapet. The street and side lane facades include banded pilasters 
at the ground floor level, with panelled pilasters in the floor above. Doors are timber and windows 
have timber joinery. There is a stained glass fanlight over the timber side door, which includes the 
words: Union Hotel Established 1845. The interior timber floors and some walls may be original. 
The main part of the building ends about 10 metres along the side lane and an earlier single storey 
section of grey painted brick adjoins the hotel at the rear. There is a small yard behind this. The 
building is in excellent condition. 
 
Significant components include: the original form of the two-storey sandstone building, the timber-
framed windows and doors and their painted render surrounds; the painted render band between 
the ground and upper floors; the banded and panelled pilasters; the ornate cornice and parapet at 
the front of the building and the tall parapet at the side.; the two street lamps at the front of the 
building. 
  
Those features that do not contribute to significance of building are the interior of the building. 
 

 
STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE: 
 
There has been a Union Hotel on this site since the early years of the settlement of the city and the 
outline of this hotel is visible on the 1880 Smith Survey. The site has been continuously used for a 
hotel for more than 160 years. The current building has been altered over the years, but it retains 
many of its original elegant classical design features, including the highly detailed window and door 
treatments. It illustrates several key themes in the city’s history: 2.5 City Dwellers: City, state and 
business leaders; 3.1.1 Early Development Patterns; 3.5.1 A City of Pubs; 3.7 Working Men and 
Women; 4.3 Development of the Building Industry, Architecture and Construction; 4.4.2 Other 
Forms of Accommodation; 6.2.3 Hotels, Bars and Wineshops. 
 

 



RELEVANT CRITERIA (Under Section 23(4) of the Development Act 1993): 
 
This building is recommended for Local Heritage listing because it meets the following criteria: 
 
(a)  it displays historical, economical or social themes that are of importance to the local area as 

a hotel and meeting place for local people since early days of the city’s settlement; and 
 
(d) it displays aesthetic merit, design characteristics or construction techniques of significance 

to the local area, exhibiting elegant classical features in its design and the highly detailed 
window and door treatments. 

 

 
ELEMENTS OF HERITAGE VALUE: 
 

Inclusions 
• External form and scale of the original building, including exterior walls, ornate plaster 

work, parapet and roof; 
• Fabric and detailing of the façade. 
 
Exclusions 
• Interior detailing 
• Additions at rear 
• New services 

 
NOTE: The Description of Place and Elements of Heritage Value listed in the Adelaide (City) 
Development Plan for this property are as follows: 
 
Union Hotel; external form, in particular the fabric and detailing of facades. 
 
This is the legally recognised listing and should be used for the purposes of development 
applicant assessment. 

 
BRIEF HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 
 
The Union Hotel was built in 1880 on the site of the Union Inn that dated from 1845.  
 

 



 
The design of the two-storey Inn has been attributed to the architect James Cumming. It was built 
of brick and faced sandstone, with a painted finish at various times over the years. The original Inn 
had a balconette situated where the current hotel sign protrudes from the building, and the doorway 
to this balconette had a pediment at the top; there was also a balustraded parapet, surmounted by 
ornamental urns, along the roof edge.  
 

 
 

B.36803, 1889 (SLSA) 

 
Builders Hackett & Harris carried out alterations to the value of £120 in 1914–1915 by and J Oliver, 
Seventh Avenue, St Peters, was awarded the contract to undertake additions and alterations to the 
hotel in March 1925. C W Rutt & Lawson were the architects overseeing the project. 
 
Alterations to the Hotel in 1929 and 1940 resulted in the removal of the balconette, pediment, 
parapet and ornamental urns. The original parapet has been replaced with a simpler one. The 
Hotel has had internal alterations and a Bottle Shop that was located at the rear western side no 
longer exists. The separate western tenancy has been incorporated into the Hotel. While these 
alterations have changed the appearance of the 1880 Hotel, the original building structure has 
been retained, as well as many of the original exterior features, and the elegant building is 
prominent on its corner site. 
 
The hotel has continued to be re-modelled in accordance with social changes that have been 
reflected in licensing regulations. 
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