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REMAINS FORMER BUSHMEN'S CLUB 
 

 

62-70 Whitmore Square 
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The bluestone wings to the east and west of the present William Booth Memorial Home are 

the only remains of the Bushmen's Club which began in 1870 when pastoralism was the 

predominant force in the South Australian economy.  Further, only part of the western wing is 

heritage listed by the Adelaide City Council.   

 

The trustees of the club were John Howard Angas, David Murray and William Kyffin 

Thomas. 

 

The club began in the former house of Judge Cooper which dated from about 1840 having 

been renovated for its new function.  Although it was partially philanthropic in nature, 

membership was required to make use of all its facilities.  The choice of location was a 

conscious one so that its members were semi-isolated from the then licentious activities of the 

Light Square area and the many hotels (about 120) operating in Adelaide during the 1870s.  

The bluestone wings were erected in 1871 and 1872 due to expanding membership.  In 1878 a 

two storey 'house' was built facing Gilbert Street but was demolished in 1979.  Incorporated 

in 1878 the club buildings and associated land were sold in 1899 to the Salvation Army.  The 

Army used the building to form the nucleus of their 'Prison Gate Brigade Home' until 1910 

when the remodelled former home of Judge Cooper was demolished and the present William 

Booth Memorial Home was erected. 

 

The Salvation Army began as the East London Christian Mission in 1865 and was renamed 

the Salvation Army under the direction of William Booth in 1878.  The Australian branch of 

the Army began in Adelaide's Botanic Park on 5 September 1880.  Nineteen years later 

Whitmore Square had become the site of a substantial undertaking by the army.  The 

movement spread quickly and by 1883 the first Prison Gate Home had been erected in 

Carlton, Victoria.  The present buildings in Whitmore Square are representative therefore of 

the growth and maturity of the Salvation Army in Australia.  The two bluestone wings facing 

Whitmore Square are of additional historical significance due to their association with the 

Bushmen's Club. 
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Architecturally the bluestone wings are only of marginal significance.  They are well 

constructed of bluestone rubble with cement dressings, their austerity being originally 

relieved by decorative bargeboards.  Designed by James Cumming, the wing to the west was 

erected by Charles Farr in 1871 at a cost of £476.  In December 1872 the corresponding 

eastern wing was opened which was also designed by Cumming and built by C. Farr for £540.  

Internally this wing was divided into a dining room 40 feet by 25 feet, and a smoking room 25 

feet by 16 feet by 18 feet high. 

 

Both bluestone wings were 

originally of identical design and 

are naturally complementary.  They 

contribute to the residential scale 

and character of Whitmore Square, 

the Salvation Army complex as a 

whole helping to close southern 

vistas along the eastern edge of the 

square.  The buildings are in 

reasonable order although the 

eastern wing has been affected by 

salt damp which has been 

exacerbated by the application of 

render and hard pointing.  
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ACA, Assessments; Bolton, B., The Salvation Army in Australia, 1980;  Frearson’s Weekly, 

11 January 1879;  Jensen, E. & R., Colonial architecture in South Australia, 1980, pp. 357, 

453, 455, 500, 601, 602;  Register, 19 February 1927;  South Australian Register, 21 May 

1870, 4 January 1872, 8 January 1873. 

 

 

The text in this Information Sheet was copied from the Heritage of the City of 
Adelaide: An Illustrated Guide, (1996).  The photographs contained in this 
Information Sheet are a selection of those held by Heritage Services, in digital 
format. 

 
The property described in this Information Sheet is included in the Register of State Heritage places.  

A heritage listing does not mean or imply right of access by the public to such properties. 

 

The heritage related Principles of Development Control as well as the Precinct 

specific objectives and Principles of Development Control are contained in the Adelaide 

(City) Development Plan.  These should be referred to in whole when contemplating any 

development. 

Further information on the Heritage Incentives Scheme, an initiative of Council to 

sponsor timely and appropriate conservation action is available upon request of the Customer 

Service Centre. 
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Image scanned - not to stated scale. 
This Curtilage Map has been prepared as a guide only and no warranty or assurance is given about the accuracy 
of the content as it may contain obsolete information.  The Corporation excludes all liability [including for 
negligence] in relation to your use of these documents. 
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