
Heritage of the City of Adelaide  

 Corporation of the City of Adelaide 

CITY LAND INVESTMENT COMPANY SUBDIVISION 
 

 

Hill, Barnard and Molesworth streets 
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Hill Street Streetscape (CD Ref 1344/50) 

 

This subdivision demonstrates with great style the manner in which parts of North Adelaide 

were developed.  It is one of the few subdivisions to remain relatively intact and easily 

identifiable.  The area was redeveloped in 1884 by the City Land Investment Company.  It was 

in the last years of South Australia's greatest boom period and one of the largest and last 

speculative initiatives encouraged by the financial successes of the period. 
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Detached Villa in Barnard Street (CD Ref 1344/66) 

There are two plan forms in this 

subdivision detached villas and 

semidetached villas.  The 

detached villas are representative 

of the type of building which 

gives North Adelaide much of its 

distinctive character with the 

asymmetrically placed bays and 

balconies.  The semidetached 

villas are more eclectically 

detailed with unusual balcony and 

veranda forms.  Their 'boom' style 

detailing is distinctive, with few 

peers  in  Adelaide.    Consent  by  



Heritage of the City of Adelaide  

 Corporation of the City of Adelaide 

the proprietors of town acres 810, 811, 812, 841, 842, 843 and 844 for the City Land 

Investment Company to sublet all or any part of these town acres was granted on 3 December 

1884 by William White, Charles White and J.W. Heathcote. 

 

A contemporary description of 

this development congratulated 

the architect Thomas Frost on 

the result ' . . . whereby 

Molesworth and Barnard 

Streets were considerably 

improved'.  The City Land 

Investment Company had 

commissioned Frost to build 

twenty-two dwellings, eighteen 

of them in pairs, and the 

remaining four, larger, 

detached and commodious.  

All were constructed of 

limestone        with    cement   

dressings,   and 
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Semi-detached Villa in Hill Street (CD Ref 1344/49) 

with a 40 foot private road which still runs at the rear.  Fulton and Company, and Revell and 

Adams raised 18 000 cubic feet of limestone from the 7 acre site for the work which was 

carried out by E.H. Pert and Son, and Hammond and Moss. 

 

This unified development creates a precinct of great significance, exceptional for the manner 

in which it reinforces the residential character and scale of North Adelaide: 

 

Hill Street: semidetached houses, 76-80.  Barnard Street: house, 74-80 (known as 78); 

semidetached houses, 66-72 (66 and 68);  house, 60-64 (62);  house, 48-54 (48);  house. 38-42 

(40);  semidetached houses, 32-36 (34 and 36);  house, 22-26 (24).  Molesworth Street: 

semidetached houses, 75-77 (67 and 69);  semidetached houses, 59-63 (51 and 53);  

semidetached houses, 47-53 (37 and 41);  semidetached houses, 37-41 (27 and 29); 

semidetached houses, 21-27 (11 and 11a). 

 

Jensen, E., & R., Colonial architecture in South Australia, 1980, p. 792.  Manning, G.H. (ed), 

Memoirs of Thomas Frost 1825-1910, 1985;  MLSA, Historical photographs (Town Acre 

844). 

 

The text in this Information Sheet was copied from the Heritage of the City of 

Adelaide: An Illustrated Guide, (1996).  The photographs contained in this 
Information Sheet are a selection of those held by Heritage Services, in digital 
format. 

 
The property described in this Information Sheet is included in the Register of State Heritage places.  A 

heritage listing does not mean or imply right of access by the public to such properties. 

 

The heritage related Principles of Development Control as well as the Precinct 

specific objectives and Principles of Development Control are contained in the Adelaide 
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(City) Development Plan.  These should be referred to in whole when contemplating any 

development. 

Further information on the Heritage Incentives Scheme, an initiative of Council to 

sponsor timely and appropriate conservation action is available upon request of the Customer 

Service Centre. 
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Image scanned - not to stated scale. 
This Curtilage Map has been prepared as a guide only and no warranty or assurance is given about the accuracy 
of the content as it may contain obsolete information.  The Corporation excludes all liability [including for 
negligence] in relation to your use of these documents. 
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