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ADELAIDE BRIDGE 
 

 

King William Road 
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(CD Ref 2835/92) 

This bridge was opened 

on 5 March 1931 as the 

third bridge on this site 

and the fifth built to 

provide access to and 

from the city and North 

Adelaide across the 

Torrens Valley.  By 

1920 the old City 

Bridge     (erected      in  

1877) had become overloaded causing congestion, particularly when trams were crossing the 

bridge.  The City Council decided to do away with the bottleneck by providing a bridge 132 

feet wide with footpaths and carriage way of the same dimensions as King William Street.  

The design by the city engineer used a three hinge reinforced concrete arch of 120 feet span 

over the river together with two bow-string arches of 38 feet span over sub-portal footways.  

Construction began in June 1929 and was completed by the end of 1930. 

 

The Adelaide Bridge is a major feature of the north/south vista along King William Road and 

a vital part of the Torrens Valley and Elder Park landscapes. 

 

Veale, W.D.C., 'The construction of Adelaide Bridge' in Transactions of the Institution of 

Engineers, Australia, Vol.  XIII, 1932, pp. 37-50. 

 

 

The text in this Information Sheet was copied from the Heritage of the City of 

Adelaide: An Illustrated Guide, (1996).  The photographs contained in this 
Information Sheet are a selection of those held by Heritage Services, in digital 
format. 

 
The property described in this Information Sheet is included in the Register of State Heritage places.  A 

heritage listing does not mean or imply right of access by the public to such properties. 

 

The heritage related Principles of Development Control as well as the Precinct 

specific objectives and Principles of Development Control are contained in the Adelaide 

(City) Development Plan.  These should be referred to in whole when contemplating any 

development. 

Further information on the Heritage Incentives Scheme, an initiative of Council to 

sponsor timely and appropriate conservation action is available upon request of the Customer 

Service Centre. 
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