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TORRENS WEIR NO. 1 
 

 

Torrens Lake/River Torrens 
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The Torrens Weir was officially opened on 21 July 

1881:  An earlier timber weir constructed in 1862 by 

prison labour having been destroyed by floods in 

1872.  (The sluice-gates were added in 1929).  The 

new weir transformed the Torrens Valley from a string 

of muddy waterholes into a picturesque lake as one of 

the outstanding features of the city.  A variety of 

aquatic recreational pursuits developed which had not 

been possible before and the new Torrens Lake helped 

to satisfy the aspirations of the colonists for civilised 

pursuits and urbane surroundings (see Band Rotunda). 

 

 

ACA, Annual report 1880, pp. 79-99, 1881 p. 69;  

Cumming, D.A. & Moxham, G., They built South 

Australia, 1986, pp. 119-20;  South Australian 

Register, 24, 28 February 1873, 8 March 1881, 21 July 

1881, 11 August 1881. 
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The text in this Information Sheet was copied from the Heritage of the City of 
Adelaide: An Illustrated Guide, (1996).  The photographs contained in this 
Information Sheet are a selection of those held by Heritage Services, in digital 
format. 

 
The property described in this Information Sheet is included in the Register of State Heritage places.  

A heritage listing does not mean or imply right of access by the public to such properties. 

 

The heritage related Principles of Development Control as well as the Precinct 

specific objectives and Principles of Development Control are contained in the Adelaide 

(City) Development Plan.  These should be referred to in whole when contemplating any 

development. 

Further information on the Heritage Incentives Scheme, an initiative of Council to 

sponsor timely and appropriate conservation action is available upon request of the Customer 

Service Centre. 
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Image scanned - not to stated scale. 
This Curtilage Map has been prepared as a guide only and no warranty or assurance is given about the accuracy 
of the content as it may contain obsolete information.  The Corporation excludes all liability [including for 
negligence] in relation to your use of these documents. 
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